
Cats  can’t  overcome  slow
start to Ottawa

Louisburg senior Alex Dunn tries to get a shot up despite the
outstretched arms of an Ottawa defender Friday at Ottawa High
School. The Wildcats fell to the Cyclones 50-33 to move to
6-10 on the season.

 

OTTAWA – Throughout its lengthy losing streak, the one thing
the Louisburg boys basketball team has done was get off to
good starts.

The Wildcats have put together solid first quarters, only to
see the other team pull away later in the game. It was the
exact opposite Friday in Ottawa.

Louisburg couldn’t cool off the Cyclones in the first quarter
as Ottawa used a big run to pull away from the Wildcats in a
50-33 win. The loss was the seventh in a row for Louisburg.

“They were definitely on fire,” Louisburg coach Jason Nelson
said of Ottawa. “We executed after that first three minutes or
so. That first couple minutes, we knew was coming, and we dug
our feet in to get back in it. We just couldn’t get the ball
in the hole.”

The Cyclones opened the game on a 16-2 run and the Wildcats
were not able to recover. Louisburg was able to keep the game
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within reach as it closed the gap to 10 points at the end of
the quarter after a pair of baskets from senior Jacob Welsh.

Senior Ben Brummel goes
up for a shot and gets
fouled during Friday’s
game in Ottawa.

Senior Alex Dunn cut the Ottawa lead to eight with a basket to
start the second quarter, but the Cyclones went on a mini 7-0
run to push the lead back out and led 28-16 at halftime.

Although  the  Wildcats  were  able  to  settle  the  game  down
defensively, they couldn’t get the offense to match. Louisburg
shot just 32 percent from the field and made only 7 of 24 free
throw attempts.

The Wildcats (6-10) had plenty of chances as they were able to
pull down 10 offensive rebounds for the contest, but their
shots wouldn’t fall.

“The  goals  we  established  to  get  out  of  the  rut  was  to
outrebound them, like we always work on in practice,” Nelson
said. “We can’t turn the ball over and we did a good job of
handling their press and to push the ball offensively. When we
did that we did OK. Those shooting numbers aren’t going to get
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it done. A lot of those were pretty solid looks.”

Ottawa opened the second half on a 12-2 run to push the lead
to 20 and the Wildcats weren’t able to catch up.

Junior T.J. Dover led the Wildcats in scoring with nine points
and  Welsh  was  second  on  the  team  with  eight.  Guard  Sam
Guetterman led Louisburg with eight rebounds.

“We took a big step forward mentally,” Nelson said. “We always
practice well, but we had a good week this week. Offensively
we just have to get ours. We are really close, but it was just
one of those nights. We have to find the hot hand.”

Louisburg will try and break its losing skid tonight when it
hosts Baldwin. The Wildcats have defeated the Bulldogs twice
this season. Tipoff is set for 7:30 p.m. at Louisburg High
School.

 

LOUISBURG                11           5            
8             9 – 33

OTTAWA                     21           7            
12           10 – 50

LOUISBURG (6-10): T.J. Dover 3-7 2-7 9; Jacob Welsh 4-6 0-3 8;
Grant Harding 2-10 2-5 6; Jayce Geiman 1-4 0-0 3; Ben Brummel
1-1 1-3 3; Sam Guetterman 0-4 2-4 2; Alex Dunn 1-3 0-0 2.
Totals: 12-37 7-24 33. 3-point field goals: 2, (Geiman, Dover)


