Comeback falls short for Lady
Cats
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Louisburg junior Madisen Simpson puts up a shot in the 1lane
during Friday'’s home contest against Spring Hill. The Lady
Cats rallied from 14 points down in the third quarter, but
came up just short in a 49-44 1loss.

For the first 24 minutes, things looked bleak for the
Louisburg girls basketball team.

During Friday’s home contest against Spring Hill, the Lady
Cats scored just 23 points through three quarters and were
down 14 points going into the final eight minutes of the game.

Nothing foretold what was going to happen next.

Louisburg’s offense came to life in the final period as it
scored 21 points in the frame and cut a double-digit deficit
to just two with under two minutes remaining. Despite the
furious comeback, the Lady Cats couldn’t quite get over the
hump in the 49-44 loss.

Still, the comeback left a positive impression in the
Louisburg locker roonm.

“This was probably one of our most unselfish efforts on
offense and defense,” Louisburg coach Shawn Lowry said.
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“Everyone was doing their job and it was fun to watch.”

A lot of things came together in the fourth quarter for
Louisburg. Defensively, the Lady Cats held the Broncos to just
one field goal, and offensively they saw shots start to fall
thanks to work on the offensive glass.

The Lady Cats (3-15) pulled down 15 offensive rebounds on the
night, including several in the fourth. Freshman Carson
Buffington led the Lady Cats with 15 total rebounds for the
game and senior Megan Lemke added seven.

Louisburg junior Emalee
Overbay stretches out for a
rebound during Friday’s home
game against Spring Hill.

Louisburg also shot well from the outside, which started the
Lady Cats’ comeback. Junior Madisen Simpson hit two 3-pointers
in the first three minutes of the quarter and sophomore
Isabelle Holtzen also made key shots late in the game.

“We had some big boards,” Lowry said. “Carson having 15
rebounds and Megan had seven and all of those were big for us
and keeping balls alive. Isabelle really made some key shots
for us there toward the end. She has been struggling with her
shot recently, so to see her hit those was great. She has
worked a lot on that. Emalee (Overbay) also did some great
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things defensively and did a better job rebounding as well.”

Three minutes into the fourth quarter, the Lady Cats trimmed a
14-point deficit to six after Simpson’s two 3-pointers and a
jumper from Holtzen.

Down eight points, Overbay went to the free-throw line for
Louisburg and made the first. The second attempt rolled off,
but Buffington pulled down the offensive rebound and Lemke hit
a shot to make it 42-36, Spring Hill.

Holtzen hit another jumper at the 2 minute and 40 second mark,
then Buffington followed with a putback with 1:47 left to cut
it to two. The Lady Cats could get no closer as they sent the
Broncos to the line and they converted free throws down the
stretch.

Louisburg had to play from behind from the start as Spring
Hill opened the game with a 12-3 run to take a 16-7 lead after
the first quarter. The Lady Cats were able to stay with the
Broncos for the final three quarters, which set up the fourth
quarter comeback.

“After the first quarter, I think we were able to settle down
and figure some things out defensively,” Lowry said. “We
talked a lot more and we were helping each other out in
getting people where they were supposed to be. Once they did
that, they started to click. It was good to see.”

Simpson led the Lady Cats in scoring with 13 points, including
three 3-pointers. Lemke was next with nine points to go along
with her seven rebounds and Holtzen finished with eight.

Louisburg will play in its final regular season home game
Tuesday when it hosts De Soto. The Lady Cats will also honor
seniors Megan Lemke and Megan Roy during senior night
ceremonies.

Tipoff for the game is set for 6 p.m., and Lowry hopes his



team can show the same kind of fight to finish out the year.

“That is what this group is — they don’'t ever quit,” Lowry
said. “They are going to keep playing and battling. Especially
at this point in the season, games are getting fewer and they
are going to make it count.”

LOUISBURG 7 10
6 21 - 44
SPRING HILL 16 13
8 12 - 49

LOUISBURG (3-15): Madisen Simpson 4-16 2-2 13; Megan Lemke 3-8
2-2 9; Isabelle Holtzen 4-11 0-0 8; Emalee Overbay 2-7 2-6 6;
Carson Buffington 1-6 2-3 4; Paige Buffington 1-4 2-2 4.
Totals: 15-59 8-15 44. 3-point field goals: 4, (Simpson 3,
Lemke)



