Baldwin ends Lady Cats’
winning streak

Louisburg sophomore Kennia Hankinson dives on the floor
for a loose ball with a Baldwin player Friday at
Baldwin High School. The Lady Cats fell to the No. 4
ranked Bulldogs, 65-26.

BALDWIN CITY — Just a month ago, the Louisburg girls
basketball team played state-ranked Baldwin to a six-point
game.

At the time, it was a step in the right direction for the Lady
Cats.

The two teams saw each other again Friday when Louisburg
traveled to Baldwin in its first game back from the holiday
break.

It was a totally different contest.

Baldwin, the No. 4 team in Class 4A-Division I, jumped on the
Lady Cats early and handed Louisburg a 65-26 loss. It was the
first Frontier League loss for the Lady Cats and ended a
three-game winning streak.

“It was a different Louisburg team this time around,”
Louisburg coach Shawn Lowry said. “It was that as much as
anything. We have some things we need to work on. We are going
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to get back at it in practice. We have two home games this
week and we are going to get back to work. We know this is a
process and journey. Baldwin is a really good team, but they
didn’'t get our best shot.”

Baldwin asserted itself early as it used a full-court press to
force several first half turnovers and quick shots. The Lady
Cats (3-4) also dealt with foul problems as they were never
able to get in any kind of rhythm.

Following a Madisen Simpson 3-pointer that tied the game early
in the first quarter, the Bulldogs went on a 19-4 run to take
17-point lead and the Lady Cats were unable to get much
closer.

“I think a lot of it was just confidence for us,” Lowry said.
“It was mentally more than anything. We had a hard time with
their press and our defense wasn’t that great. We just need to
get back at it in practice and get better.”

Simpson led Louisburg in scoring with eight points, while
senior Paige Buffington and sophomore Kennia Hankinson scored
six and five points, respectively. Sophomore Carson Buffington
finished with a team-high eight rebounds.

Baldwin’s Abby Ogle led all scorers with 23 points.

Louisburg returns to action Tuesday when it hosts Frontenac
and then will play its second home game Friday when it faces
off with De Soto for homecoming. Tipoff for both games is set
for approximately 6 p.m.

LOU 7 8 7 4
- 26
BAL 22 18 23 2 -

65



LOUISBURG (3-4): Madisen Simpson 8, Paige Buffington 6, Kennia
Hankinson 5, Isabelle Holtzen 3, Chloe Renner 3, Emalee
Overbay 1. Totals: 7-32 9-21 26. 3-point field goals: 3,

(Simpson 2, Hankinson)



