Louisburg sixth-grade
football team takes second 1in
KCFC

Members of the 2017 Louisburg sixth-grade tackle football team
are (front row, from left): Blake Amren, Gage Gilliland,
Brady Hickey, Luke Hill, Ayden McKain; (second row) J'Lee
Collins, Caden Caplinger, Declan Battle, Hunter Heinrich, Jack
Anderson, Drake Crooks; (third row) Scott Thornton, Wyatt
Holland, Brock Vohs, Dawson Rizzo, Jaymes Melton, Jackson
Howard; (back row) coaches Kraig Hickey, Marc Gilliland, Lane
Caplinger, Aaron Battle, Rob Vohs, Gabe Anderson and Joe
Crooks.

A group of sixth-grade Louisburg football players banded
together one final time as they took part in the Kansas City
Football Club (KCFC) and competed against other programs from
all across the Kansas City metro area.

The Wildcats more than held their own.

Louisburg won five of its first six games and finished the
year with a 7-1 record and a second place finish in the KCFC.
The 17-member Wildcat team racked up victories against teams
from Shawnee Mission, Blue Valley and Olathe and put together
their first winning season as a group.

“This was our team’s best year at KCFC,” coach Aaron Battle
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said. “I am very proud of all the hard work and dedication
these young men put in over the years. This is the type of
season that truly builds momentum for our players. This is the
first year that we actually had a winning season so the timing
couldn’t have been better. They will start middle school
football next year and they are super pumped about it. I can't
wait to watch them continue to develop and grow as a team.
They get better and better every year.”

Through the first four weeks of the season, the Wildcats
dominated their competition. Louisburg shutout each of its
first four opponents, including a 36-0 win over Blue Valley
North to open the season.

The Wildcats followed that up with a 24-0 win over Paola, a
30-0 victory against Olathe Northwest and a 34-0 win over
Gardner-Edgerton. Louisburg gave up 22 points in its next
game, but the Wildcats pulled through to get a 30-22 victory
over Blue Valley Southwest in week five.

Louisburg was dominant for much of the season as they scored
226 points through eight games and gave up only 60.

Week six provided the lone loss for the Wildcats as they fell
26-6 to Spring Hill, but responded well with a 30-6 victory
over Shawnee Mission Northwest and a 36-6 win over Shawnee
Mission West to close out the season.

“They have a lot of talent, and they are going to be extremely
fun to watch, especially once they get to high school,” coach
Battle said of his team. “I love each of them and I am going
to miss being on that field with them. I also want to thank
the parents and assistant coaches. Our accomplishments on the
field was also due to their dedication, sacrifices and
support.”

Members of the 2017 Wildcat sixth grade team are: Declan
Battle, Jack Anderson, Jaymes Melton, Luke Hill, Wyatt
Holland, J’Lee Collins, Brock Vohs, Scott Thornton, Hunter



Heinrich, Brady Hickey, Caden Caplinger, Gage Gilliland,
Jackson Howard, Drake Crooks, Ayden McKain, Dawson Rizzo and
Blake Amren.

Louisburg was led by head coach Aaron Battle and assistant
coaches Marc Gilliland, Gabe Anderson, Kraig Hickey, Lane
Caplinger, Joe Crooks and Rob Vohs.



