Wildcats’' defense improves 1in
loss to Spring Hill

Louisburg seniors Parker Perentis (left) and Justin Sievert
trap a Spring Hill defender during Friday’s game at Louisburg
High School. The Wildcats return to action Wednesday when they
host De Soto for Senior Night.

Just three days prior to Louisburg’s home contest with Spring
Hill, the Wildcats had one of their worst defensive
performances of the season as they lost by 33 points on the
road to Baldwin.

It was a defense that Wildcat head coach Ty Pfannenstiel
didn’t even recognize.

In Friday’s game with Spring Hill, Louisburg got back to what
it does best.

The Wildcats held the Broncos to under 50 points and stayed in
the game up until the final minutes in a 49-39 loss. Louisburg
used a zone defense for much of the game, which slowed down
the Bronco offense.

“We weren’t good defensively on Tuesday and that is something
we have been pretty good at all year,” Pfannenstiel said. “I
was pretty proud of our defensive effort (Friday), and just
overall we played the game the right way. We were
communicating on defense, we were active, especially in our
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zone defense. It was nice changeup for us because this is the
first time we have started out a game in a zone.”

Louisburg (2-16) took advantage of a slow-paced game as both
teams employed a zone defense. The Wildcats were patient
offensively and took a 9-6 lead into the second quarter and
trailed just 18-16 going into halftime.

However, the Wildcats weren’t able to get much going
offensively in the third quarter as Spring Hill outscored them
12-2 and took a double-digit lead.

The Broncos ended the third quarter on a made half-court shot
that gave Spring Hill even more momentum going into the final
period.

“That happens and it is basketball,” Pfannenstiel said. “We
were playing passive in the third quarter and then it was a
gut punch there in the end with the halfcourt shot. I
challenged our kids in the huddle and told them there was a
lot of basketball to be played.”

The Wildcats listened to their coach as they battled back and
got 3-pointers from seniors Parker Perentis and Justin
Sievert, along with baskets from Desmond Doles and Dylan
DeShazer to help get the deficit to seven.
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Senior Dalton R1bordy goes up for a
basket Friday against Spring Hill.

Then late in the fourth quarter, junior Brayden Gage drove the
lane for a basket and was fouled to cut the Spring Hill lead
to four. It would be as close as the Wildcats would get as the
Spring Hill made six straight free throws to end the game and
stop their rally. Louisburg scored 21 points in the final
quarter to try and get back in 1it.

“We competed well on the offensive end,” Pfannenstiel said.
“We just struggled to score. The third quarter was the biggest
difference in the game and that has been our biggest issue all
year, and I am not sure what it is exactly. We just went away
from what we were doing well and didn’'t play with as much
energy. But for us to come back in the fourth quarter and
battle, was good to see. Parker hit some big shots and we
found some ways to get him the ball. We can definitely build
off this.”
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Perentis led the Wildcats in scoring with 12 points, including
four 3-pointers. Doles was next on the team with six points,
while DeShazer and senior Dalton Ribordy each pulled down six
rebounds to lead Louisburg.

The Wildcats will play its final home game at 7 p.m. on
Wednesday when they host De Soto for Senior Night. Louisburg
will honor 1its seniors, Parker Perentis, Justin Sievert,
Dalton Ribordy, Ben Minster and Desmond Doles, prior to their
game.

LOU 9 7 2 21
~ 39
SH 6 12 12 19
— 49

LOUISBURG (2-16): Parker Perentis 12, Desmond Doles 6, Brayden
Gage 5, Kohl Vogel 4, Justin Sievert 4, Dylan DeShazer 4, Ben
Minster 2, Dalton Ribordy 2. Totals: 16-37 2-3 39. 3-point
field goals: 5, (Perentis 4, Sievert)



