2020 Senior Spotlight: Olivia
Chase

Louisburg Sports Zone will be running senior spotlights
through April and May everyday (Monday through Friday) in an
effort to honor seniors who had their seasons taken away due
to the spread of COVID-19.

Olivia Chase had never really given soccer a second thought.

Chase, who hadn’t played soccer before high school, was
approached by LHS assistant coach Michael Pickman during
summer weights. He asked her to give the sport a try and
thought she would make a good addition to the team.

More than two years later, Chase has a second place state
medal to show for it and many memories that she will take with
her for the rest of her life.

“I am very grateful that he pushed me to do so, because soccer
was a huge part of my high school career,” Chase said. “I
gained self-confidence by trying something completely new and
working to get better at the game.”

Chase, who played mainly junior varsity last season, got the
opportunity to suit up on the varsity squad for their state
tournament run a season ago and saw some playing time in the
state quarterfinals and state championship game.

“Olivia was very new to soccer,” Louisburg coach Kyle Conley
said. “She is an incredibly smart young lady who always had a
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fantastic attitude and worked as hard as she could each and
every day. Olivia was working hard to learn the game as much
as she could to be prepared.”

The senior midfielder/defender was looking forward to her
final season with the Wildcats and had every intention of
helping Louisburg to reach its ultimate goal — a state
championship.

“Soccer season was something I had been looking forward to
since the start of senior year,” Chase said. “I was really
excited for all the fun times and memories to be made with
such a great group of people. It was going to be especially
memorable to be seniors with 11 other girls, as we have formed
a strong bond over the years and work great together on the
field. Our ultimate goal was to go to state again, and I truly
believe we would have made it happen.”

Chase was a part of a big senior class, many of whom played
big roles in the Wildcats’ three straight final four
appearances and back-to-back state runner-up finishes. It was
a group of teammates that helped her along in a game she
hardly knew.

“The senior class in the girls’ soccer program 1is very
special,” Chase said. “I started playing my sophomore year,
and had never played soccer before. One thing I can say 1is
that the girls in my class always helped me out and taught me
so much about the game when I was new to it all. The group of
seniors on the team really looked out for each other on and
off the field.”

That closeness became even more important more than a month
ago when Chase and her teammates found out their season was
cancelled due to the spread of COVID-19. They were able to
help each other deal with a big loss to what was supposed to
be a special season.

“Dealing with the cancellation of senior year has been



difficult,” Chase said. “It has definitely been emotional, but
the team has been able to pick each other up. We had just
gotten started with our soccer season and I could tell it
would have been one of the best yet. It is disappointing to
have such meaningful times be taken away but I know that our
health and safety is the most important.”

Olivia Chase was one of 12 Louisburg seniors this year and was
a three-year member of the Wildcat program.

Although she is left to wonder what this season could have
been, Chase is thankful for her time with Wildcat program.

“There have been so many great moments and memories playing on
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the LHS soccer team, but one of my favorites was when we went
to state during my junior year,” she said. “We worked so hard
to be at state, and even though we got second we were still
proud of ourselves and our program.”

Other than soccer, Louisburg Sports Zone also had a chance to
catch up with Olivia on how she has been coping with an early
end to her senior year and some of her other interests. Here
are her responses from the rest of our Q&A.

LSZ: What have you been missing the most during this time away
from everyone?

0C: I miss my friends and going to soccer practices the most
during this time away from everyone. I even miss running
sprints (haha). I miss game days and team dinners and being
able to laugh and make jokes with everyone.

LSZ: What is your most memorable moment as an athlete or in
school, and why?

0C: My most memorable moment as an athlete was getting a medal
at state because that was the first time I experienced
something like that.

LSZ: What is your favorite activity/hobby outside of sports
and why?

0C: My favorite activity/hobby outside of sports is spending
time with friends and family because it helps me relax and
have fun

LSZ: What are your plans for after graduation?

0C: After graduation, I will be attending Pittsburg State
University and intend on majoring in the Nursing program.

LSZ: What accomplishments that don’t involve athletics are you
most proud of and why?



0C: An accomplishment outside of sports that I am proud of is
my grades. It might sound simple but I have put a lot of
effort into my grades and it has paid off in the end!

LSZ: What do you think would be something that a lot of people
don’t know about you?

0C: Something that people may not know about me is that I love
dogs and I want to have a golden doodle when I am older.

Olivia’s Favorites

Pro athlete: Alex Morgan

Pro team: Kansas City Chiefs

College team: Pitt State

Movie: The Help

TV Show: Friday Night Lights

Song: Independent Woman by Destiny’s Child
Band/Musician: Luke Combs

Pregame meal/snack: Sliced apple with peanut butter
Class/subject: Biology or Psychology

Teacher and why: Mrs. Quinn, because I learned the most in her
class and she works hard.

Previous Senior Spotlights
Drake Varns — Golf

Trinity Moore — Soccer
Andrew Krause — Baseball

Kayla Willey — Softball
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Anthony Davis — Track and Field
Garrett Rolofson — Golf

Shayla Aye — Swimming

Allie Boles — Softball

Michael Waldron — Track and Field
Avery 0’'Meara — Soccer

Ryan Haight — Golf

Andie Masten — Soccer

Lauren Cutshaw — Softball

Trent Martin — Track and Field
Erin Lemke — Soccer

Luke Wickersham — Golf

Skylar Bowman — Soccer

Gabby Dugger — Softball

Sydni Keagle — Track
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