LHS coaches thankful, excited
about KSHSAA ruling on fall
sports

Coaches, parents and athletes held their collective breath
last week during the Kansas High School Activities
Association’s executive board meeting.

People around the state watched to see what KSHSAA would
recommend for fall sports during the current COVID-19
pandemic. Back to school will be different than normal, and
for some, will start after Labor Day due to a high number of
positive cases.

Still, many have wondered what was going to happen to fall
activities around the state and they got their answer. A
motion by KSHSAA failed 5-4 in the executive board session,
which in turn allowed the fall sports season to continue as
scheduled.

“I am relieved that we know a definite start date and there
will be no changes to the start of games,” Louisburg High
School activities director Michael Pickman said. “The kids and
coaches worked all summer, and I didn’t want to see that start
date delayed and lose that progress. However, there will be
some changes due to the pandemic so the focus turns to safety.
The last thing I want is for the athletic events and protocols
to create the spread of COVID that affects the academic side,
so it will be very 1important that we take the
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recommendations of the health organizations and KSHSAA to make
the athletics and competitions as safe as possible for this
year."”

During the meeting, KSHSAA had proposed keeping the original
start of practice date of Aug. 17 for all activities. For
activities being able to allow social distancing and minimal
contact, such as girls golf, girls tennis, cross country,
debate and scholars bowl, no modifications were recommended.

However, the proposal called for moving the start dates for
competition in football, volleyball and boys soccer to begin
no earlier than Sept. 8 — which basically took a week of their
season.

It would have made football and eight game season, instead of
the normal nine. For soccer, number of games would have been
reduced from 16 to 14 and volleyball would have been reduced
from 36-30 points.

For many of the Wildcat head coaches, the vote of the
executive board was a breath of fresh air in what has been a
challenging spring and summer for local athletes.

“I really think it was a good decision,” Louisburg football
coach Robert Ebenstein said. “The kids deserve a chance to be
able to play their season. It could be different than we have
seen before, but I think we have done a good job of keeping
the exposure down. They deserve this opportunity and
activities like football will keep kids focused on school as
well. I believe it is something they need.

“It was also good decision for the whole state. Yes, we are
close to the metro, but you have schools like Smith Center or
somewhere else in the state where the exposure is low.
Starting the season on time was the right thing to do, and if
there are cancellations, it gives schools an opportunity to
reschedule if they need to.”



Louisburg’s boys soccer program is looking to have another big
season as 1t tries to repeat as a Frontier League champion and
their 16 wins from a year ago. Although, the Wildcats are
looking forward to getting their season underway, they realize
things could change on a daily basis.

“I was extremely excited,” Louisburg soccer coach Kyle Conley
said. “There were so many rumors and recommendations that were
flying I was worried. The vote at least gives this group an
opportunity to actually get some games in. This gives the boys
soccer team a chance to back up the season they had a year
ago. I am excited to see us at least get a chance to start the
season.

“I will be honest, I was extremely worried over the summer. In
fact, a comment was made in the KSHSAA executive board meeting
that still has me worried. They said let’s start the season as
soon as possible, because we are not sure how long it 1is going
to last. It will also be interesting to see if the CDC or
local health departments change their protocols when someone
may have it, otherwise teams will be shut down right and left
because they might have the virus.”

Cross country is a sport that considered somewhat safe when it
comes to the spread of COVID-19. Louisburg head coach John
Reece has treated this summer like normal.

Reece had 35 runners out for the first day of their daily
morning runs, and have averaged 20 a day since then. It 1is
considered a “socially-distanced” sport, and one that KSHSAA
had no problems with starting their schedule on time.

“Very excited for our seniors to have a fall season,” Reece
said. “I'm not gonna hold my breath as who knows what could
happen in a month. For now it is go time, and we will be
ready.

“We have been able to transition into some workouts on
Wednesdays to get some quality work in. The rest of the time



we are running this town and getting in the miles. It is going
to be another fun year for both boys and girls teams. We want
to get both to state and we will work hard to accomplish this
goal.”

Volleyball is the one indoor sport in the fall, which has some
worried about how social distancing will work in the gym and
how many teams will be invited to tournaments. As for now,
nothing has changed in that department, and head coach Jessica
Compliment is looking forward to working with her team in a
couple weeks.

“It’'s nice to know what the season is going to look like,”
Compliment said. “The uncertainty and the unknowns for the
upcoming school has been a little unnerving, but I am happy to
see that the players will have a season.

“I do not know of any changes to our schedule as of right now.
I have been told the schedule will go as scheduled until we
hear differently. I have not heard from tournament host
schools on whether or not they plan to change anything.”

As far as spectators go, there has not been a limit set as of
yet as members of the school district are working on protocols
to use during the season. For now, the obvious guidelines are
the ones people experience on a daily basis.

“There will be guidelines more than restrictions as related to
Covid-19 safe practices that align with each sport and
specific to that sport,” Pickman said. “Universal aspects like
wearing masks to practice and during periods of inactivity
will apply to all. Cleaning equipment schedules and protocols
to have water bottles and cease use of water fountains, etc,
along with others are sport specific guidelines for both
practice and game day. These documents are being drafted and
will be communicated once final.

“We are following the Executive Order 20-59, so if the event
is outside, there will not be masks required, but we will



still encourage social distancing. If the event is inside,
masks will be required as well as social distancing
encouraged.”

The district has had to make one change to the start of the
fall season and that is the cancellation of the Fall Sports
Pep Rally that has annually been held at the high school.

“The Community Pep Rally was a hard decision because it is a
great school and community business partnership that the
community and our coaches, players, and students look forward
to, but it was more important to avoid these extra
opportunities for mass gathering to place focus on opening
school and activities on time and healthy as possible,”
Pickman said. “We are looking to reschedule possibly during
the buffer week at the conclusion of the fall season. No other
events have been cancelled at this time.”



