Wildcats hope to make big
jump from last season

Louisburg’s leading scorer from a year ago, Julian Margrave,
returns to lead the Wildcats after a first-team all-league
performance last season.

It may have happened more than nine months ago, but the final
loss of last season has stuck in the minds of several members
of the Louisburg boys basketball program.

The Wildcats rallied from 20 points down in the fourth quarter
of their first round playoff game against Iola to force
overtime, and scored 32 points in the frame. Louisburg didn’t
have enough and eventually fell in the extra period.

It was lesson that was realized the hard way — a lesson to
play the game hard from start to finish.

“We definitely learned from that loss at the end of the year,”
Louisburg coach Ty Pfannenstiel said. “What really hurt us
that game was our inability to get stops in the first three
quarters, which led to the big deficit. Once we realized our
season was on the line and we started playing with more energy
and aggressiveness, that sparked our run.

“That’s our goal this year is to play with relentless energy
each game. We have no idea what this season is going to bring
this year, so we have to play each game like it might be our
last. If we can play with that fourth quarter desperation for
all four quarters, I like our chances in every game we play
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this year. Now it’s time to put it to the test.”

That first test comes today when the Wildcats host Tonganoxie,
which is currently ranked No. 5 in Class 4A, for 7:30 p.m.
tipoff.

Louisburg seems well-prepared for that first test as the
Wildcats return all but two starters from a season ago, in
which they finished with an 8-13 record. The Wildcats also
return six seniors in Weston Guetterman, Ben Guetterman,
Konnor Vohs, Charlie Peters, Andy Hupp and Dawson Barnes, and
with first-team all-league player Julian Margrave in the mix,
they are an experienced group.

“We return 80 percent of our scoring from last year, and I
think we’ve added more depth this year as well,” Pfannenstiel
said. “Our practices have been very competitive so I think
the competition for varsity minutes will elevate our play, not
only in games, but in practice. It’'s been fun watching this
senior class develop over the years.

“We return three starters, (who were all All-League players)
from last year, and lots of other guys that saw significant
court time as well. We lost a starting guard and post player,
but I think we have guys ready to fill those voids. We
definitely like what we have returning and look forward to
making a jump this year.”

One player who hopes to take another big step forward this
year 1s Margrave. The Louisburg junior was among the Frontier
League’'s best last season as he was a unanimous first team
selection as he averaged 16 points and seven rebounds a
contest.

The 6-foot-9 forward will be the focus of a lot of opposition
most nights, but Pfannenstiel is looking forward to seeing how
much he has improved.

“Julian had a great sophomore season,” Pfannenstiel said. “He



was a unanimous 1lst Team All-League player, which is hard to
do as a sophomore in the Frontier League. As good as he was
last year, I've already seen improvement this year. He's still
growing into his body and he’s much more explosive this year.
His continued effort and work in the weight room is evident by
that. Julian works hard on his game. He's always the first one
to arrive and the last one to leave the gym each day. He has a
chance to have a special year.”
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Ben Guetterman is one of six returning seniors for the Wildcat
basketball team this season.

Also retuning are guards Weston and Ben Guetterman. Both
players were honorable mention all-league players last season.

Weston averaged 11.2 points, to go along with four assists and
a four rebounds a game. Ben finished the year as he averaged
11.1 points a contest and 5.5 rebounds. Weston is the team’s
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returning point guard and Pfannenstiel knows that leadership
will be valuable on and off the court.

“Weston has been solid for us,” Pfannenstiel said. “This will
be his third year as a starter, so we will rely on his
consistency and ability to lead on the floor. Weston sets the
tempo for us, so we expect big things out of him this year.”

Vohs and juniors Maverick Rockers, Michael Seuferling and
Isaac Guetterman will also be called upon to play plenty of
varsity minutes at the guard spots as each contributed a
season ago. Peters, Barnes and Hupp will also be a presence
down low for the Wildcats.

To add on to what is already a difficult league schedule, the
Wildcats also have to try and plan for an impossible opponent
— COVID-19. Louisburg has already faced challenges on how to
work around all the guidelines, but the players are excited to
just be able to play.

“We were fortunate to be able to have a camp this summer, but
that was about it,” Pfannenstiel said. “We usually play 20-25
games in the summer and that was not allowed, so we lost all
of that summer prep. Already this season, we were missing four
players from practice due to quarantines, but we have everyone
back now.

“The biggest change this year is how we practice. We have to
cohort our JV and varsity guys for practice so we’ve really
had to adjust our practice routine to allow for that. Coach
(Drew) Harding and myself are going to be in better shape now
because we have to be an extra body in 5 on 5 situations. All
of the changes do make it difficult, but we all feel fortunate
that we are getting the opportunity to play, so we will do
whatever is necessary for that to happen.”



