
Wildcats’  rally  falls  short
in season opener

Junior Julian Margrave goes up for a dunk Friday during the
Wildcats’ season opener against Tonganoxie.

There was no easy game out of the gate for the Louisburg boys
basketball  team  as  the  Wildcats  squared  off  with  No.  5
Tonganoxie in their season opener.

The challenge was a difficult one and the Chieftains lived up
to their preseason ranking.

Tonganoxie racked up nearly 40 points in the first half, and
despite a late rally from Louisburg, handed the Wildcats their
first loss of the season, 63-56.

“You never really know what you are going to get in these
first games,” Louisburg coach Ty Pfannenstiel said. “Sometimes
you get some real ugly ones or get some really up-tempo games,
and Tonganoxie came out pretty hot. Our guys battled back, and
even though there were a couple times there were a deer in the
headlights  look,  they  hung  in  there.  They  battled  back
possession by possession and we were a different team in the
fourth quarter. Tonganoxie played really well, and we weren’t
bad by any means, they were just better this time.”

Louisburg found itself down 51-38 heading into the fourth
quarter, but used its defense to get back in the game. The
Wildcats ramped up their full-court pressure and it helped
lead to an 11-2 run that cut the Tonganoxie lead to 53-52.
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Weston  Guetterman  opened  the  quarter  with  seven  straight
points, including a 3-pointer, a steal and a layup and a drive
to the basket in which he was fouled. Ben Guetterman ended the
run with a 3-pointer to give the Wildcats all the momentum.

Seniors Andy Hupp (23) and Weston Guetterman converge to force
a Tonganoxie turnover Friday.
Unfortunately, the Chieftains were able to hold off Louisburg
as they went on a mini 7-2 run of their own and hit their free
throws down the stretch to seal the win.

“That is how we started off the game,” Pfannenstiel said of
the press. “We were running the same things, we were just
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better at it in the fourth quarter. We were a little more
desperate and so our energy was better. The issue in the first
half  is  we  weren’t  as  aggressive.  Tongie’s  guards  were
comfortable throwing the ball ahead. The way we looked in the
fourth quarter is how we want to look all the time out of our
press. I’m glad we were able to see it be successful because
we know now that if we play like that we can do some good
things.”

Turnovers  hurt  the  Wildcats  as  the  Chieftains  forced  16
Louisburg turnovers and turned those into 17 points.

It was a back and forth game to begin the night as the two
teams traded baskets and Tonganoxie held  20-17 lead after the
first quarter. It was the second quarter where the Chieftains
did their damage as they outscored Louisburg 19-11 in the
frame and took an 11-point halftime lead.

“We played pretty well defensively, but we gave up almost 40
in the first half,” Pfannenstiel said. “Offensively, I think
we just got sped up a little bit and there are some footwork
issues that can be fixed. Had a lot of mental errors, but we
will get better.”

Only four players scored on the night for Louisburg. Weston
Guetterman led the Wildcats offensively with 20 points to go
along with a team-high four assists and four steals.

Junior Julian Margrave also had a big night as he recorded a
double-double with 17 points and 10 rebounds. Ben Guetterman
also  scored  in  double  figures  with  13  and  junior  Michael
Seuferling added six points, five rebounds and three assists.

Louisburg  will  try  and  bounce  back  tonight  as  it  hosts
Harrisonville (Mo.) at 7:30 p.m. The Wildcats were supposed to
host Burlington, but it was recently forced to quarantine.

LOU               17           11           10           18 –
56



TON              20           19           12           12 –
63

LOUISBURG  (0-1):  Weston  Guetterman  7-11  4-5  20;  Julian
Margrave 7-15 1-2 17; Ben Guetterman 5-11 1-2 13; Michael
Seuferling 2-6 0-0 6. Totals: 21-49 6-9 56. 3-point field
goals: 8, (Seuferling 2, W. Guetterman 2, B. Guetterman 2,
Margrave 2).


