Wildcats record second
straight shutout in win over
Chanute

Louisburg junior Colton Blue settles a pass during a match
earlier this season. The Wildcats earned a 3-0 win Tuesday at
Chanute.

CHANUTE — The Louisburg boys soccer team snapped an eight-game
losing skid last week, but on Tuesday at Chanute, the Wildcats
got a chance to start a different kind of streak.

Louisburg earned — not only its second straight win — but
back-to-back shutouts with a 3-0 victory on the road over
Chanute.

After earning a big win over Spring Hill last week, Louisburg
coach Bobby Bovaird was happy to see his team build off it
against the Blue Comets.

“That was the sort of win we needed,” Bovaird said. “Getting
two in a row is a huge confidence booster. They’d beaten
Pittsburg, 2-1, a couple of weeks ago, so on paper, one might
assume that they would be a superior team. The thing about our
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Pittsburg game is that we dominated the game, but they were
able to score in the first minute of the game as well as the
final minute. We had a ton of shots that we just couldn’t land
that game.

“This was our first road victory of the season, and it’s tough
to get a win away from home. There might be hostile crowds,
officials who call the game different from what we’'re used to,
and field conditions that aren’t favorable. Regardless, we
stepped up and played with a ton of heart. Before the game, I
told the guys that they need to step on the field with
confidence, passion, and enthusiasm, and that’s what they
did.”

Louisburg junior Emmett White got the scoring started for the
Wildcats midway through the first half. White received a pass
from Jacob Brown and took the shot from about 25 yards out
that curved over the goalkeeper’s head for the opening goal.

The Wildcats (3-8) took a 2-0 lead late in the first half when
freshman Brody Bovaird crossed the ball to Jose Cuevas in the
box and the Louisburg junior put it away. It would be the
first of two goals for Cuevas on the day.

Louisburg sealed the win early in the second half when White
dribbled down the left side of the field and made the cross to
Cuevas who found the back of the net.

“We were making great connections all night with our offense,”
coach Bovaird said. “All summer we talked about playing
possession soccer, and when the time is right, the shots will
be there. Games like the Chanute one give the guys affirmation
that we'’re working toward things the right way.”

Wildcat goalie Evan Moreland earned his second straight clean
sheet and got some help from his back line of Ethan Sharp,
Will Showalter, Dan Minster and Cole Clover.

“Our defense played a very solid game and showed a lot of



guts,” coach Bovaird said. “For the second straight game, Evan
had a clean sheet, and he’s really connecting very well with
our center backs Ethan Sharp and Will Showalter. We got to a
point where I started putting in our reserves, and a lot of
younger guys got to see some playing time. The whole time they
were on the field, the group held their own and contained the
Chanute attacks. I'm very proud of what we saw from everyone
that game.”

Louisburg will try for three straight victories today when it
travels to Ottawa. Varsity is slated to begin at 6 p.m.



