
Battle named Louisburg Sports
Zone Male Athlete of the Year

Louisburg senior Declan Battle had a special season in his
final year at Louisburg as he was voted the Louisburg Sports
Zone Male Athlete of the Year.
Declan Battle has become synonymous with winning — more this
past year than ever.

Battle was the starting quarterback for the Louisburg football
team that won back-to-back Frontier League titles. Then during
the baseball season, he helped lead the Wildcats to a league
and regional championship.

It was certainly a year to remember for him and those were
just some of the reasons Battle was named the 2024 Louisburg
Sports Zone Male Athlete of the Year.

“This award means the world to me,” Battle said. “It is such
an honor to be named Athlete of the Year. I couldn’t have done
this  without  my  amazing  teammates,  coaches  and  community
pushing me to be my best.”
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Battle was one of the best in the state when it came to his
performance under the lights on Fridays and on the diamond.

Last  fall,  Battle  was  a  first  team  All-Frontier  League
quarterback  and  defensive  back.  He  was  also  an  all-state
selection from multiple media outlets and was a finalist for
the Frank Fontana Award, which is given annually to the best
all-around small school player in Class 1-4 on the Kansas and
Missouri sides of the metro. 

In 10 games for the Wildcats, Battle completed 105 passes for
1,364 yards and had 16 touchdowns to just two interceptions.
He also did a lot of damage on the ground with 1,009 yards
rushing and 16 more touchdowns. As a defensive back, Battle
finished with 36 tackles and also had an interception for a
touchdown. 

His efforts earned him a spot in the Kansas Shrine Bowl, which
will be played Saturday (June 29) at Emporia State University.
Battle also signed his letter of intent to join the Washburn
University football team.



Declan Battle is pictured with Louisburg head coaches Kade
Larson and Drew Harding after receiving the athlete of the
year award.
“Declan is certainly deserving of this award,” Louisburg coach
Drew Harding said. “He was a standout athlete in both football
and  baseball.  Besides  that  though  he  always  represented
himself and Louisburg in the right way. 

“Declan was fantastic to coach. Obviously anyone who watched
him  play  could  see  he  was  a  tremendous  athlete.  However,
Declan was also a great leader for us. He always approached
things the right way and was dedicated to making himself, and
his teams, better.”

Battle  and  the  Wildcats  also  had  a  memorable  season  in
baseball.

Louisburg  captured  its  first  Frontier  League  championship
since 2002 and later went on to qualify for its first state
tournament since 2009.



Battle was a big part of that group as well. He led the team
in triples, stolen bases and runs scored that earned him first
team all-league and first team all-state outfield.

He was atop the Wildcat lineup all season and set the tone in
several games. Battle finished with a .378 average to go along
with 34 hits, five doubles, three triples, a home run and had
23 RBIs.

Battle also led the team with 41 runs scored, which is a
school record and had a team-high 15 stolen bases. He holds
three individual career team records for runs scored (102),
triples (8) and stolen bases (47).

“Declan was a great leader for us,” Louisburg baseball coach
Kade Larson. “He found a way to get the job done all year
long.  It  didn’t  matter  if  it  was  hitting,  pitching  or
fielding, Declan always made a big play when we needed it.”

Now that his Wildcat career has come to a close, Battle had
some time to reflect on what was a special time at Louisburg
High School — one he won’t soon forget.

“Playing at Louisburg was always great, knowing no matter what
happened, the community was there supporting us,” Battle said.
“Playing sports at Louisburg was a great experience and I
wouldn’t change it for anything.”

Previous winners:

2018: Austin Moore

2019: Blue Caplinger

2020: Garrett Rolofson

2021: Weston Guetterman

2022: Tom Koontz

2023: Mason Dobbins
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