Wildcats face tall task
against Bishop Miege

Louisburg senior Grant Harding splits the Fort Scott defense
thanks to a screen from teammate Dalton Ribordy (31) on
Saturday in the Class 4A-DI sub-state championship game.
Harding will lead the Wildcats against No. 3 Bishop Miege
Wednesday in the first round of the state tournament.

In its final practice before its first state tournament game
in 12 years, the Louisburg boys basketball team was all
smiles.

If the Wildcats had a little bit of bounce in their step, who
could blame them? Normally at this time, the Wildcats have
already checked in their uniforms and many of them were
focused on what spring sport they were going to play.

“It is just good to have extra basketball,” Louisburg senior
Jayce Geiman said.

The Wildcats were loose and having fun as they prepared for
what could be their biggest challenge of the season. That's
not to say they didn’t get work done though.

Louisburg (10-12), the No. 6 seed, has a big task at hand as
they meet No. 3 seed Bishop Miege (19-3) at 8:15 p.m. on
Wednesday in the Class 4A-Division I state tournament at the
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Tony’'s Pizza Events Center in Salina. Miege has been the No. 1
ranked team in 4A-DI all season and is considered one of the
better teams in the state.

Still, the fact the Wildcats are in this position for the
first time since 2005 leaves them excited for the chance to
play on the state’s biggest stage.

“It really hasn’t sunk in yet,” Louisburg senior Grant Harding
said. “It probably won’t until we step on the court, but we
are looking forward to the challenge. They are obviously a
great team, so we have to go in and play our game and don’t be
afraid. A lot of teams lay down for them because of the name
and we can’t do that.”

Bishop Miege, the defending state champion, has put together a
strong season against a schedule that features mainly Class 5A
and 6A teams. The Stags opened the season with a win over 4A-
DI McPherson, who is also in the state tournament, but played
higher classification teams the rest of the way until the sub-
state tournament.

The Stags defeated Bonner Springs (72-32) in the first round
of sub-state and then defeated the state’s No. 2 ranked team —
Eudora — 49-40 in the championship game. Their lone losses on
the season were to Blue Valley and St. Thomas Aquinas (twice).

Louisburg played both Eudora and state-ranked Ottawa a total
of four times on the season, so the Wildcats have played the
state’s upper-echelon teams in the past, despite losing each
contest.
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Senior guard Sam Guetterman pushes the ball up the floor
against Fort Scott last Saturday.

“It does give us a good barometer of what we are going up
against,” Louisburg coach Jason Nelson said. “Just from the
limited film I have seen, Eudora played them pretty well and
Eudora is one of the better teams in the state as well and
hopefully we can take things that they did well and tweak them
to make them work for us.”

Although they have seen tough teams in the past, the Wildcats
haven’t faced a front line like they will see from Miege. The
Stags feature a line that stands 6-foot-8, 6-8 and 6-5, which
forces the Wildcats to adjust what they normally do.

“It is hard to simulate that in practice,” Geiman said. “We
have been practicing against six and seven guys on defense,
which 1is really hard, so it will be a challenge. They are a
really good team.”
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Jeremiah Robinson-Earl is of the Stags’ top players as the 6-8
sophomore forward averages 14 points and nine rebounds a game
to go along with three assists. He is also drawing interest
from a lot of NCAA Division I schools, including Kansas.

Senior forward Francesco Badocchi (6-8) averages 15 points and
six rebounds a contest. He wasn’t able to play varsity at
Miege until the second semester last season as he transferred
from Italy, but since then he has elevated Miege’s play even
more. Badocchi has also drawn interest from Kansas and other
D-1 programs.

“Their height is definitely the biggest challenge, especially
when they run a line of 6-8, 6-7 and 6-6 or whatever they
are,” Nelson said. “It does significantly alter your game plan
going in because we aren’t going to be able to get our
traditional inside looks, but I feel good with our game plan.
We are just going to give them our best shot.”

The Stags also feature skilled guards in Landry Weber and
Semaj Ray. Weber leads the team with seven assists a contest
and Ray averages close to 11 points a game. Guard Ezekiel
Lopes also averages close to 11 points a game.

As for the Wildcats, Harding (6-2) has led the Wildcats in
scoring most of the season. He averages 17 points a game,
while Geiman (6-0) also averages 10 points a contest from the
point guard position.

Senior Sam Guetterman (6-1), senior T.J. Dover (6-3) and
junior Dalton Ribordy (6-2) will fill out the starting lineup,
while the Wildcats also look for production from senior Jake
Hill (5-9), senior Dalton Stone (6-0), junior Desmond Doles
(6-1) and junior Garrett Lowry (6-4) off the bench.

Should Louisburg advance, it will play the winner of No. 2
Abilene and No. 7 Mulvane on Friday in the semifinals and will
guarantee the Wildcats their first top four finish in 38
years. Louisburg has only placed at state two years, the



Wildcats took fourth in 1979 and third in 1948.

Despite facing their toughest challenge of the season, the
Wildcats aren’t worried about making history again, but they
are looking forward to the game and their chance at playing in
the state tournament.

“It will be exciting,” Harding said. “I have had butterflies
the last two games of sub-state, so I am sure I will for state
as well. We are just going to go out there, play hard and see
what happens.”

BANNER WIN! Wildcats end
drought with sub-state title

The Louisburg boys basketball team holds up its Class 4A-
Division I sub-state championship trophy Saturday following
its 64-52 victory over Fort Scott at Spring Hill High School.
The Wildcats advanced to their first state tournament since

2005.

SPRING HILL — Two years ago, Jason Nelson had his team look up
at the wall in the Louisburg High School gymnasium — more
specifically — the state basketball banner.
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The Wildcat head coach wanted his team to look at just how
long it has been since Louisburg has been to the state
tournament.

2005

Nelson hoped that would stick with his team and give them a
little motivation.

“It was probably the cheesiest thing I have ever done in my
life,” Nelson said. “I just wanted them to know what all this
hard work was for.”

Two years later, during the team’s shoot-around just hours
before they were to play for the right to go to the state
tournament, Nelson had the same talk with his team.

It was a reminder of what they were playing for.

On Saturday, the Wildcats downed Fort Scott 64-52 in the
championship game of the (Class 4A-Division I sub-state
tournament at Spring Hill High School to advance to their
first state tournament in 12 years.

In the midst of the celebration, there was one thing several
players had on their minds — the banner.

“It is awesome,” Louisburg senior Jayce Geiman said. “I have
never felt anything like this before. Ever since freshman year
we have been focusing on getting something up on the banner
because it was looking pretty bad. We were finally able to put
something up there and it is great.”
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Senior Grant Harding gets fouled by a Fort Scott player
as he goes up for a basket Saturday.

Geiman, along with Grant Harding, Dalton Stone, T.J. Dover,
Sam Guetterman, Jake Hill and Alex Seuferling, are the seven-
member senior class that have stayed together since they were
freshmen. Add in juniors Dalton Ribordy, Desmond Doles and
Garrett Lowry, and the Wildcats have created a strong core
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that has carried them through tough situations during the
season and the sub-state tournament.

“We have had a lot of time together,” Dover said. “It 1is
starting to click at the right time. We have such a great bond
and we are like a bunch of brothers. We are playing good
basketball at the right time and it is a lot of fun.

“It feels great to do something that Louisburg hasn’t done in
a long time. It is really rewarding to see the four long years
that we have put in come to fruition and hopefully the best is
still yet to come.”

Coming off a win against Paola two days earlier in the first
round of the tournament, where the Wildcats beat their rivals
for the first time since 2012, Louisburg carried that momentum
over into Saturday against Fort Scott where it ended a sub-
state championship drought.

The Wildcats (10-12) did it thanks to a strong performance
after halftime. Louisburg took a 27-23 lead into the locker
room and wanted to bring Fort Scott out of its zone defense.



Louisburg senior Dalton Stone pulls up for a 3-pointer
against Fort Scott on Saturday.

Louisburg was able to do that and move the ball around to get
several easy baskets that led to a 19-6 run in the third
quarter, that included a 3-pointer from Guetterman at the
buzzer to put Louisburg up 18 points going into the fourth.

“We had another great game plan,” Harding said. “We knew they
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were going to go zone on us most of the night and we executed
great at the beginning and we were able to put together a
decent lead at half. We knew if they were going to stay in
that zone, that we were just going to hang back and we found
the gaps and kept scoring on them.”

The Wildcats secured that double digit lead throughout the
fourth quarter as they waited for the final buzzer to sound to
begin celebrating.

”n

“It is just unreal right now,” Guetterman said. “This was
definitely one of our team goals at the beginning of the year
was to win substate. This year with all the seniors we have
and the underclassmen with experience, we knew that we could
do it and it is a great feeling to finally pull it off.

“We played so well as a team in this tournament and it 1is
awesome to be a part of. We have put in a lot of hard work and
dedication over these last four years. Coach Nelson coaching
us through these four years has been great as well.”
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Jayce Geiman pumps his fists following the final buzzer
in the Wildcats’ substate championship victory over Fort
Scott.

Louisburg took the lead from the opening tip and never
relinquished it. The game was tied at 12-all at the end of the
first quarter, but the Wildcats used an 8-2 run in the second
quarter to expand its lead to eight before Fort Scott hit a
shot just past half-court at the buzzer.

Harding and Geiman led Louisburg in scoring with 15 points
each, while Geiman knocked down three 3-pointers and Harding
pulled down a team-high nine rebounds. Dover finished with 13
points, while Ribordy had eight points and eight rebounds.

Stone added seven points, including a 3-pointer during the
team’s run in the second quarter, and Guetterman scored six 1n
the win.
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“It feels really good and these boys really earned it,” Nelson
said. “They busted their butts. They have dealt with tongue-
lashings and other things from me, but they also had this end
result in their minds. I am really happy for them.”

Jayce Geiman
moves the ball
around on
offense.

The Louisburg
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game
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Louisburg coach Desmond Doles T.J. Dover (44)

Jason Nelson (left) cheers and Sam
instructs his from the bench Guetterman go out
team during a to receive the
timeout. substate
championship
trophy.

The Wildcats will now prepare for their first state tournament
game in more than decade as they earned the No. 6 seed and
will face No. 3 Bishop Miege (19-3) at 8:15 p.m., on Wednesday
at the Tony'’s Pizza Events Center (formally the Bicentennial
Center).

Miege is currently the No. 1 ranked team in Class 4A-Division
I and has been all season, but the Wildcats are going to make
sure they enjoy this win and think about — but what else — the
banner.

“We have looked at the banner all year and 2005 was the last
time we have won this,” Harding said. “So it will be good to
see 2017 up there for everyone to see for a long time to come.
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It is an honor to be going to state and we are just going to
enjoy every moment of it.”

LOoU 12 15 19 18 -
64

FS 12 11 6
23 - 52

LOUISBURG (10-12): Grant Harding 15, Jayce Geiman 15, T.J.
Dover 13, Dalton Ribordy 8, Dalton Stone 7, Sam Guetterman 6.
Totals: 22-34 16-28 64. 3-point field goals: 5, (Geiman 3,
Guetterman, Stone)
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Wildcats win substate title,
state bracket released

The Louisburg boys basketball team posed with their substate
championship trophy following Saturday’s 64-52 win over Fort
Scott.

The Louisburg High School boys basketball team captured the
substate tournament title Saturday when the Wildcats defeated
Fort Scott 64-52.

The Wildcats (10-12) advanced to the state tournament for the
first time since 2005 thanks to a big third quarter in which
the Wildcats outscored Fort Scott 19-6.

Louisburg had three players score in double figures as seniors
Grant Harding and Jayce Geiman each finished with 15 points,
while T.J. Dover finished with 13.

The Class 4A state bracket was released this morning and the
Wildcats earned the No. 6 seed and will play No. 3 Bishop
Miege (19-3) at 8:15 p.m. on Wednesday.

Look for a full story on Saturday’'s substate title game in the
near future.
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Kansas State High School Activities Associafion
OFFICIAL TOURNAMENT BRACKET
STATE BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT - MARCH §8-11, 2017

Tony's Pizza Event Center, Salina

BOYS c LASS 4A' DI Manager: Jacob Potts

Gates open one hour before the firsi game. Ariificial
noizemakers are NOT permitied in the
[1] Kansas City-Piper (20-2) Jacility

[2] Andover Central (8-14)

Fridey @ 4:45 PA
[4] McPherson (18-4)

Wednesday @ 4:45 PM
[5] Atamont-Labette Co. (11-11) CHAMPION

7 A B
[2] Abilene (19-3)
Record:

Wednesday (@ 6:30 FA

[7]1 Muhane (9-13)
Friday @ 8:15 PAf

[3] shawnee Mission Miege (19-3)

Mednesday @ J PA

THIRD PLACE

[] Louisburg (10-12)
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Louisburg knocks off Paola to
play for substate title

Louisburg’s Jayce Geiman (3) was all smiles, as was teammate
Dalton Ribordy, following Thursday’s 54-44 win over Paola in
the Class 4A substate semifinals at Spring Hill High School.

SPRING HILL — Louisburg exorcised a lot of demons Thursday —
and it only took about six minutes.

For the first time since 2012, the Wildcats defeated Paola and
picked a good time to do it. Louisburg ended the Panthers’
season with a 54-44 win in semifinals of the Class 4A substate
tournament at Spring Hill High School and ended a 12-game
losing streak to the Panthers that dated back five years.

More importantly, the Wildcats (9-12) now find themselves one
win away from a berth in the state tournament. Thursday’s win
gave Louisburg its first substate tournament win since 2013
and are in the substate championship game for the first time
since 2010.

The Wildcats went on a 14-1 run in the final 6 minutes and 30
seconds to pull past Paola and continue their quest at a spot
in the state tournament.

“It feels great,” Louisburg senior Grant Harding said. “It has
been a while since Louisburg has beaten Paola in general. I
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know my freshman year we lost to Paola in this exact place in
substate so it feels good to win this one. It has been a long
time since we have been in the subsate championship game, so
this definitely feels good.”

Louisburg came close in its first two meetings with Paola this
season.

On both occasions, the Wildcats would have a lead late, only
to see the Panthers rally for a win — including one that
spoiled Louisburg’s senior night a week ago.

The Wildcats put together that big finish when they needed it
most.

| . , R ¥ |
Louisburg senior Grant Harding drives to the basket for
two points Thursday against Paola.

Paola’s Noah Bell hit a 3-pointer with just under seven
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minutes left in the contest to put Paola up five points and
momentum switched to the Panthers. About 15 seconds later, it
all changed as Louisburg senior Sam Guetterman countered with
a 3-pointer of his own to begin the run.

“Sam’s three was huge,” Louisburg coach Jason Nelson said. “It
got everyone going and everyone loosened up and played like
the senior team that we know they can.

“We blocked out better. Defensively we were pretty locked in.
It was just us being us. There was no overthinking. It was
just taking advantage of the opportunities that we had.”

Junior Dalton Ribordy muscled his way up through the Paola
defense for two points 30 seconds later to tie the game, then
senior T.J. Dover scored back-to-back baskets to put the
Wildcats up three.

After a pair of Harding free throws that put Louisburg up
five, it was the Wildcat defense that took over. Harding drew
a charge near the basket on the next possession and also
blocked a pair of Paola shots.

The Wildcats limited the Panthers’ second chance opportunities
and they were able to pull away after baskets from Guetterman
and Harding that put Louisburg up nine with under two minutes
left.

“Everyone’s confidence level went up during that stretch,”
Guetterman said. “Everyone wanted this game really bad. I
think we all came together as a team and we knew we needed to
make a run here. We moved the ball, people were cutting at the
right time and we all just played well in those last few
minutes.”



Louisburg senior T.J. Dover shoots over Paola’s Tanner
Moala in the Wildcats’ 54-44 win.

Louisburg kept the game close despite dealing with foul
trouble most of the way. Ribordy and Dover, the team’s
starting forwards, were saddled with two fouls in the first
quarter and required the Wildcat bench to step it up with key
minutes from Jake Hill, Dalton Stone and Desmond Doles.

Harding also moved inside from the perimeter, grabbed key
rebounds and blocked a shot in the fourth quarter.

“We were in serious foul trouble most of the night,” Nelson
said. “If we were in zone, they would exploit their size and
when we were in man we would foul. But everyone stepped up and
helped out. Desmond gave us great minutes in the post and when
we moved Grant down low and he did fantastic. His charge was
huge for us as well. Everyone did a good job picking each
other up.”
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Harding finished the game with a double-double as he was one
of four Wildcats to score in double figures. He led the
Wildcats with 14 points, 14 rebounds and had two blocked
shots.

Guetterman finished with 11 points, with seven of those coming
in the fourth quarter. Ribordy and Dover each scored 10, while
Ribordy added six rebounds.

Louisburg now has a day to prepare for its substate
championship opponent — Fort Scott. The No. 4 seed Tigers
(6-15) upset No. 1 Spring Hill, 56-52, and Louisburg will face
off with the Tigers at 7:30 p.m. on Saturday in Spring Hill.

“Fort Scott is going to be ready to go,” Nelson said. “They
are well coached and they are scrappy. They put good pressure
on defense from what we saw earlier. We are going to have play
as well as we did in that third and fourth quarter because
Fort Scott is going to be hungry.

“Our guys are ready to put in the work today. If we let them,
they would probably have a sleepover and watch film all night
long. They will be ready to play.”
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Louisburg coach Jason Nelson gets hug from Dalton Ribordy

after Louisburg’s win over Paola. It was the Wildcats’
first win over Paola since 2012.

The players are also excited to try and end another Louisburg

drought. The Wildcats haven’t advanced to the state tournament
since 2005.

“No one is easy to beat and we have seen that all year in some
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of the games we have been in,” Guetterman said. “We just need
to come out and play hard like we did (Thursday) and hopefully
we will come out with a W.”

And — hopefully for the Wildcats — another demon will be
exorcised Saturday night.

LOU 16 6 10 22 -
54
PAO 14 4 16 10 -
44

LOUISBURG (9-12): Grant Harding 14, Sam Guetterman 11, T.J.
Dover 10, Dalton Ribordy 10, Jayce Geiman 4, Dalton Stone 3,
Jake Hill 2. Totals: 21-48 9-18 54. 3-point field goals: 3,
(Guetterman, Harding, Stone)

Wildcats can’t overcome Paola
in rivalry battle

Louisburg senior Jayce Geiman puts up shot at home Friday
during the Wildcats’ game with Paola. The Wildcats fell 47-42
on Senior Night as Geiman, Grant Harding, Jake Hill, Sam
Guetterman, T.J. Dover, Dalton Stone and Alex Seuferling were
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all honored prior to the game.

For the second time this season, the Louisburg boys basketball
team had rival Paola where it wanted — tied or with the lead
in the fourth quarter.

And for the second time, the Wildcats couldn’t quite get over
the hump. This time Paola handed Louisburg a 47-42 1loss on
Senior Night at Louisburg High School.

Along with the loss, the Wildcats and their fans also had to
say goodbye to seven seniors as they played their final home
contest. Grant Harding, Jayce Geiman, Dalton Stone, Sam
Guetterman, T.J. Dover, Jake Hill and Alex Seuferling all had
a chance to take the floor one last time.

“They are a group where I can bring my kids to practice if I
need to and know they are in good hands,” Louisburg coach
Jason Nelson said. “They are a good group of boys. The four
years they have been tasked with helping change the mentality
of the program. I can get knit picky on them sometimes, and
they have heard it all, but these are kids that would do
anything for now or in the future.”

Down by two points, the Wildcats (8-12) had a chance to either
tie or win the game with under a minute left and they called a
timeout to set up a play.

Louisburg drew it up to go for the last shot but Guetterman
lost the ball near the top of the key as the Wildcat bench
thought he was fouled. Instead, it was a no call and turned
into two free throws for Paola.

“That was a terrible no call on Sammy there,” Nelson said. “I
thought he was fouled and it hurts because I had 100 percent
certainty that either Stone, Jayce or Grant were going to



slide to the ball and hit it. We asked the kids to give
everything they have on senior night and see what happens. For
the most part we did that.”

_

Louisburg senior Sam Guetterman puts up a shot in the
lane Friday against Paola.

Louisburg built a 16-11 lead in the second quarter on a basket
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from junior Dalton Ribordy and a 3-pointer from Harding, but
Paola battled back and eventually tied it at 18-all before
halftime on a Noah Bell 3-pointer.

The lead changed hands six times and there were two ties in
the third quarter alone before Paola widened its lead to five
late. Geiman knocked down a 3-pointer at the buzzer to cut the
Paola lead to two.

Louisburg grabbed the lead in the fourth quarter on back-to-
back baskets from Dover and another from Guetterman to go up
40-39. Bell hit a 3-pointer to give the Panthers the advantage
again, before Dover tied it with another bucket.

Paola’s Tanner Moala, who led all scorers with 14 points, put
the Panthers up with under a minute left, which ended up being
the game-winner.

“Defensively this was one of the better games we have played
on the year with regard to pressuring the ball,” Nelson said.
“Even rebounding, we didn’t give up much after the first
quarter. Pressure was fantastic.

“Offensively, you see bits and pieces of it here and there.
When we were running our half court sets and looking to
attack, we didn’t have many easy opportunities because they
were sagging quite a bit inside. We were able to slide on the
perimeter and get good looks, we just couldn’t knock them
down.”

Harding was the lone Wildcat in double figures with 12 points,
with nine of those coming in the first half. Guetterman and
Dover each added eight points in the loss.

It won’'t be long before the Wildcats get another shot at the
Panthers. Louisburg earned the No. 3 seed in the substate
tournament and will face No. 2 Paola at 7:30 p.m., on Thursday
at Spring Hill High School.



“We know them well obviously and I like Paola,” Nelson said.
“They have good kids and we have good kids. We play hard
against each other and it is always a fun game. We have been
working on some stuff in practice to use in substate, so we
will see what happens.”

LOU 7 11 16 8 -
42

PAO 9 9 18 11
- 47

LOUISBURG (8-12): Grant Harding 12, Sam Guetterman 8, T.J.
Dover 8, Jayce Geiman 6, Dalton Ribordy 4, Dalton Stone 2,
Jake Hill 2. Totals: 17 3-7 42. 3-point field goals: 5,
(Geiman 2, Harding 2, Guetterman)

Louisburg boys fall to De
Soto 1n road contest

Sy
Louisburg senior Jayce Geiman tries to dribble through a pair
of De Soto defenders Tuesday at De Soto High School. The
Wildcats fell to De Soto 57-40, which snapped a two-game
winning streak.
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DE SOTO — The first time the Louisburg boys basketball team
squared off with De Soto, everything went its way in a 16-
point victory at home.

The exact opposite happened Tuesday.

Louisburg traveled to De Soto for the return game and left
with a 57-40 loss after winning its last two games at the
buzzer. The Wildcats struggled to get much offense going from
the start, and on the other end, had a hard time containing De
Soto’s Noah Watson.

Watson scored a game-high 25 points and pulled down 11
rebounds as he accounted for nearly half of his team’s points.

De Soto opened the contest on a 11-4 run and led 17-8 at the
end of the first quarter. Louisburg’s deficit increased to 13
points halftime and the Wildcats (8-11) weren’t able to get
the De Soto lead under 10 the rest of the way.

Senior Grant Harding led Louisburg in scoring with 13 points
and fellow senior T.J. Dover finished with eight points.

Louisburg will try to end its regular season on a positive
note as the Wildcats will host rival Paola on Friday for
senior night. Tipoff is set for approximately 7:30 p.m.

Senior night ceremonies will be held in-between the varsity
girls and boys contest.

LOU 8 10 12 10 -
40
DES 17 14 12 14 -
57

LOUISBURG (8-11): Grant Harding 13, T.J. Dover 8, Dalton



Ribordy 6, Jayce Geiman 4, Jake Hill 4, Desmond Doles 3, Sam
Guetterman 2. Totals: 18-45 4-12 40. 3-point field goals: none

Wildcats win at buzzer for
second straight game

(-
SPRING HILL — For the second time in three days, Louisburg had
the ball in its hands with a chance to win.

And for the second time, the Wildcats found a way to pull out
a win — at the buzzer.

With Louisburg down by one point in overtime, senior T.J.
Dover pulled down a rebound off a Grant Harding miss and
scored as the buzzer sounded to give the Wildcats a 43-42 win
Friday at Spring Hill High School.

On Tuesday against Baldwin, the Wildcats had their first
buzzer-beater win when junior Dalton Ribordy broke a tie game
with a game-winner of his own.

“I would rather just do things right the first time and not
get in these close games to where we have to win in the last
second, but I really do love these boys,” Louisburg coach
Jason Nelson said. “This is the second time they just decided
they weren’t going to lose.”
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Both teams struggled to break free from one another,
especially in the overtime. Dover gave Louisburg a three-point
lead in the extra period as he scored five straight points,
but Spring Hill rallied back to eventually tie and take the
lead on a free throw from Jordan Hoston with less than minute
left.

Louisburg (8-10) called a timeout to set up a play with nine
seconds left, and while it didn’t work to perfection, it
certainly did the job.

Senior Jayce Geiman got the ball on the inbound pass, sent it
over Harding who drove the basket. The shot missed but Dover
was there to corral the rebound and put it in off the
backboard to give the Wildcats their second straight win.



Louisburg senior T.J. Dover goes up for a shot Friday
against Spring Hill. Dover finished with nine points,
including the game-winner in overtime.

“I was just looking for any loose ball,” Dover said. “We
obviously just wanted to get the ball in Grant’s hands for the
last shot and we were just looking to rebound if he missed and
we were able to clean it up. The same thing happened in the
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last game. Everyone is just stepping up now and it seems like
it is coming together at the right time.”

It was a tough game offensively for both teams as they
struggled to get into any kind of rhythm. The Wildcats shot
just 39 percent from the field and also struggled from the
free-throw line, where they were 4-for-13 for the game.

Still, the Wildcats made that one extra play they needed to
secure a big win against a possible postseason opponent in two
weeks when Louisburg returns to Spring Hill for the Class 4A
substate tournament.

“Tuesday was a manifestation of poor defense, and this time
was a manifestation of poor free-throw shooting,” Nelson said.
“We were 4 of 13 from the line and most of them were missed
front ends of one-and-ones.

“I thought we played fantastic at times in the second half and
in overtime. The first half we were a little bit slow
offensively, but credit to the kids they found a way to win.”

The lead changed hands four times in the second half and
Louisburg turned a three-point deficit into a one-point lead
late in the third quarter on a basket from Ribordy and senior
Jake Hill.

Spring Hill grabbed the lead right back to start the fourth
and built a 36-32 lead midway through the quarter, but the
Wildcats cut into the lead on a made shot from Ribordy.
Louisburg then used its defense late to tie the game when
Geiman knocked a Spring Hill pass away and threw it to
teammate Sam Guetterman who had an easy layup with a minute
left.

The game eventually went into overtime and Dover scored seven
of his nine points in the extra period, including the game-
winner, to help give Louisburg the win.



Geiman and Harding each scored in double figures with 10
points to lead the Wildcats, while Ribordy added eight points
and five rebounds.

“It was exciting,” Dover said. “It was huge to get this game,
especially after losing to them the first time at our place.
We know what we need to do to win, and now that we figured out
how to win those games, it is all about fixing the small stuff
like free throws and not giving up offensive boards. When we
get that stuff figured out, then I am excited to see what we
can do for substate.”

Louisburg will have two more regular season games left before
the postseason and it begins Tuesday when it travels to De
Soto. The Wildcats will host rival Paola on Friday for senior
night.

LOU 7 12 11

6 7 - 43

SH 9 10 10 7
6 — 42

LOUISBURG (8-10): Grant Harding 10, Jayce Geiman 10, T.J.
Dover 9, Dalton Ribordy 8, Sam Guetterman 4, Jake Hill 2.
Totals: 18-46 4-13 43. 3-point field goals: 3, (Geiman 3)

Ribordy’s buzzer-beater 1ifts
Wildcats past Baldwin
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Louisburg’s Sam Guetterman (left) celebrates with Dalton
Ribordy (middle) and Desmond Doles following Ribordy’s buzzer-
beater Tuesday that gave the Wildcats a 60-58 win over
Baldwin.

Less than two minutes into the game, Dalton Ribordy found
himself on the bench with two fouls.

For the next 14 minutes of the first half, Ribordy had to sit
as he watched his team dig themselves a double-digit hole
against Baldwin on Tuesday. The Louisburg junior wanted to be
out there to help in some way.

Ribordy got his chance later — and it was a big one.

After a couple missed shots, and with two seconds left in a
tie game, Ribordy fought for an offensive rebound. He grabbed
it and put up one last opportunity. That shot found the bottom
of the net to give the Wildcats a 60-58 win at the buzzer at
Louisburg High School.

“I didn’t know how much time we had left when I got the shot
off,” Ribordy said. “I just put it up and watched it rattle
around a couple times. Then I heard the buzzer and saw it go
in. I just felt — I don’t even know what I felt actually. Then
I see the student section run onto the floor and it was just
an amazing feeling.”

It was a feeling many didn’t think they were going to have,
especially after the first half. Ribordy, Grant Harding and
Desmond Doles all had to sit a majority of the half in foul



trouble and the Wildcat offense struggled to get going.
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Junior Dalton Ribordy puts up shot at the buzzer that
gave the Wildcats the win Tuesday against Baldwin.

Baldwin held Louisburg to seven points in the second quarter
and took a 34-22 lead at halftime. Louisburg, which had beaten
Baldwin three times earlier this season, found that a fourth
time was going to be even tougher.

“The end was fantastic,” Louisburg coach Jason Nelson said.
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“The first 16 minutes were terrible for us. We were slow on
defense. Offensively, we were settling for shots and we were
playing right into their zone. To our credit, once halftime
was over our defensive intensity was much better, we blocked
out much better, but most importantly we asserted ourselves
offensively.”

The Wildcats (7-10) also got good production from their bench
as different players had to step up as Louisburg had to play
without starter Jayce Geiman and they had to battle foul
problems.

Senior Jake Hill came off the bench to finish in double
figures with 11 points, including a couple big baskets in the
fourth quarter to help Louisburg battle back. Hill was one of
three Wildcats to score in double figures as Harding led
Louisburg with 16 points and Ribordy added 10.

Senior Dalton Stone started for this first time this season
and finished with nine points on three 3-pointers.

“Jake had a good game and he is our best player against a
zone, especially at getting the zone to collapse,” Nelson
said. “He did fantastic at that.

“This is probably our first attitude win of the year. This was
our first win of the year where we basically weren’t going to
be denied, which is refreshing to see.”



Louisburg senior Jake Hill goes up for two of his 11
points off the bench Tuesday.

Louisburg found itself down eight points late in the third
quarter, but Hill scored a basket to end the frame and then
another to begin the fourth quarter to cut Baldwin’s lead to
four. Louisburg eventually tied it up on four straight points
from Harding with 3 minutes and 50 seconds left in the game.

The 1lead switched hands and was tied on two different
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occasions before Harding tied the game at 58-all late in the
game. After a Baldwin missed shot, it gave the Wildcats one
final possession.

Harding drove the lane but his shot rimmed out. He then got
his own rebound, but missed a second shot before Ribordy got
the offensive board and the game-winner.

“It feels pretty good,” Ribordy said. “We came in at halftime
and talked about things that we needed to fix. I felt like
when we came out at the beginning of the third quarter, that
is exactly what we did. We fought all the way back to the very
last second and pulled out the win.

“After a win like this, I think it shows that no matter what
the deficit is, we know we can come back if we play together
as a team.”

Louisburg will try for back-to-back wins Friday when 1it
travels to Spring Hill. The Wildcats and Broncos could meet a
couple weeks later as they are in the same substate
tournament.

“Spring Hill is always good at home,” Nelson said. “This game
is big for our confidence and this will be a good barometer to
see where we are at for substate.”

LOU 15 7 19 19 -
60
BAL 17 17 13 11 -
58

LOUISBURG (7-10): Grant Harding 16, Jake Hill 11, Dalton
Ribordy 10, Dalton Stone 9, T.J. Dover 8, Sam Guetterman 6.
Totals: 22-53 13-18 60. 3-point field goals: 4, (Stone 3,
Harding)



Hot-shooting Cyclones down
Louisburg

Louisburg senior Sam Guetterman battles for a rebound with a
pair of Ottawa players Friday at Louisburg High School. The
Wildcats couldn’t slow down Ottawa as they fell 75-60.

There weren’t many teams that were going to slow down the
Ottawa boys basketball squad Friday.

Louisburg gave it a try, but the Cyclones didn’t miss much —
more specifically the duo of Isaac McCullough and Perry
Carroll. The Ottawa teammates scored 26 points each as the
Cyclones downed the Wildcats 75-60 at Louisburg High School.

The Cyclones shot 59 percent from the field and knocked down
eight 3-pointers as the Wildcats tried several different
things to climb back in the game.

“We did everything well that was in our game plan except
blocking out and preventing offensive rebounds,” Louisburg
coach Jason Nelson said. “I think we gave up five or six
offensive rebounds and that is too much. It hurt us in the
first half, but aside from that we contested their shots.
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“We went through progressions offensively and did some good
things there, but I have never seen anything like that in what
Ottawa did. We answered as best we could, but on a night like
that, not much more we could do.”
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Louisburg’s T.J. Dover wins a jump ball Friday against Ottawa.

Senior Grant Harding did his best to try and keep the Wildcats
(6-10) in it as he scored a season-high 31 points, including
five 3-pointers. Harding shot well from the field as he made 8
of 17 attempts and was aggressive all night in attacking the
Cyclone defense.

“Grant has been working really hard at his shot and we have
all been waiting for it to come together and it did (against
Ottawa),” Nelson said. “We have all seen what kind of shooter
Grant is, but the biggest blessing with him not shooting as
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well as he wants is it has taught him to attack the rim more.
Once his shots starts falling more, it will really make him
difficult to stop”

Defense didn’t factor much into the first quarter as the two
teams pushed the ball up the floor. Ottawa, which had a three-
point lead midway through the first, went on a mini 7-0 run,
to push the lead to 10.

Senior Sam Guetterman hit a 3-pointer and junior Desmond Doles
cut the Cyclone lead in half, but Ottawa went on a another 7-1
run to end the quarter and the Wildcats wouldn’t get the lead
to under 10 again.

Guetterman was second on the team in scoring with seven points
and five rebounds, while senior T.J. Dover had six points and
a team-high six rebounds. Senior Dalton Stone also finished
with six points.

Louisburg will try and snap its four-game losing streak
Tuesday when it hosts Baldwin. The Wildcats have defeated the
Bulldogs three times already this season.

LOoU 18 15 13 14 -
60
OTT 28 20 16 11 -
75

LOUISBURG (6-10): Grant Harding 31, Sam Guetterman 7, T.J.
Dover 6, Dalton Stone 5, Jayce Geiman 5, Dalton Ribordy 3,
Desmond Doles 2. Totals: 20-46 13-17 60. 3-point field goals:
9, (Harding 5, Stone 2, Geiman, Guetterman)



Wildcats can’t slow down No.
2 Eudora

a_ bk
Louisburg senior Dalton Stone scores two points on a reverse

layup Friday at Eudora High School. The Wildcats came up short
in a 68-54 loss to the Cardinals.

EUDORA — Before Eudora’s Mitchell Ballock released a half-
court heave at the buzzer, the damage was already done.

Ballock’s shot right before halftime found nothing but net and
the Louisburg boys basketball team found itself down 17 points
and had to go back into the locker room trying to figure out
how to slow down the Creighton University commit.

The Wildcats couldn’t overcome what was a rough first half as
they lost 68-54 to No. 2 Eudora as Ballock went off for 25
points, despite sitting out most of the fourth quarter and
Louisburg suffered its third straight loss in the process.

Eudora jumped out to a 15-7 lead in the first quarter and
Louisburg had to deal with foul trouble as starter Grant
Harding was forced to sit with two fouls early in the contest.
A 3-pointer from Jayce Geiman and a basket from Jake Hill cut
the Eudora lead going into the start of the second quarter.

The Cardinals used a quick 7-0 run to go up double digits
again, before the Wildcats were able to get the lead down to
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seven a couple baskets from Harding and a pair of free throws
from Desmond Doles. Eudora once again answered as it went on a
13-3 run to end the first half, including the half-court shot
from Ballock.

Eudora ballooned the lead to 23 points in the fourth quarter
before Louisburg was able to chip away at the lead.

Geiman led Louisburg in scoring with 19 points, including
three 3-pointers, while Harding finished with 10 and also had
four steals. Senior Sam Guetterman nearly had a double-double
with eight points and a team-high eight rebounds and senior
T.J. Dover scored nine points.

Louisburg will try and get back on track Friday when it hosts
No. 4 Ottawa. Tipoff is set for 7:30 p.m.

LOU 12 11 13 18 -
54
EUD 18 22 17 11 -
68

LOUISBURG (6-9): Jayce Geiman 19, Grant Harding 19, T.J. Dover
9, Sam Guetterman 8, Jake Hill 2, Desmond Doles 2, Dalton
Stone 2, Dalton Ribordy 2. Totals: 19 13-20 54. 3-point field
goals: 4, (Geiman 3, Guetterman)



