
Wildcats show heart in close
victory

Louisburg  junior  T.J.  Dover  drives  to  the  basket  for  two
points during the Wildcats’ game with Baldwin on Friday at
Baldwin High School. Dover scored 13 points and pulled down
seven rebounds in Louisburg’s 54-52 victory.

 

BALDWIN CITY – Just looking at the stats, the Louisburg boys
basketball team probably should have lost Friday’s game with
Baldwin.

The Wildcats committed 18 turnovers and converted just 8 of 30
free throws. Instead, they pulled out a 54-52 victory on the
road at Baldwin High School because of something that didn’t
show up in the stat sheet.

“It was heart, all heart,” Louisburg coach Jason Nelson said.
“This is what I am proud about. This is the first time in
three years that we didn’t have our best game, but we somehow
had the wherewithal to win. It is what it is.

“We had 11 turnovers in the first half, which is not like us.
We weren’t very good from the free-throw line, we are missing
bunnies and it just wasn’t us. You saw glimpses of us pushing
the ball and getting our secondary movements, but the kids
battled. We have always had heart, but the heart is what won
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the game.”

The victory was big for the Wildcats as they moved their
record  (4-3)  back  above  the  .500  mark  and  they  got
contributions from everyone who saw the floor. Ten different
players scored for Louisburg and it got some big free throws
down the stretch.

Baldwin cut the Louisburg lead to two with a minute left in
the game, but junior guard Sam Guetterman hit two free throws
to keep the Bulldogs at bay.

Louisburg  also  had  to  overcome  the  shooting  of  Baldwin’s
Jackson Barth who scored nine of his 17 points in the final
quarter. Baldwin had one last shot to win or tie the game with
four seconds left after a Guetterman free throw, but couldn’t
get a good enough look.

Sophomore  Ben  Minster
goes up for two points
during  the  Wildcats’
game  with  Baldwin  on
Friday at Baldwin High
School.

“We didn’t have our best game, but really everyone contributed
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to the win,” Nelson said. “When you look up and down the
bench, that was as much of a team game as we can have.”

The Wildcats held the lead from the opening tip and actually
got out to a fast start. Louisburg took a 15-5 lead in the
first quarter thanks to several different players.

T.J.  Dover,  Grant  Harding,  Mitchell  McLellan  and  Korbin
Hankinson each scored baskets during the run and Guetterman
converted a 3-point play.

Baldwin started to creep back into the game in the second
quarter as it trimmed the Wildcat lead to 21-20 with two
minutes left in the first half. Dover helped Louisburg expand
its  lead  with  a  pair  of  baskets,  along  with  scores  from
McLellan and Ben Minster to take a 29-20 halftime lead.

In the fourth quarter, Barth hit a basket for Baldwin to cut
the Wildcat lead to one with five minutes left in the game,
but Harding responded with a pair of free throws and Dover
added a basket to push the lead back to five.

It was the second time the Wildcats defeated Baldwin this
season, with the first time coming in the championship game of
the Wildcat-Bulldog Classic in December. Louisburg won by 17
on that day, but Nelson is just happy to get a road win.

“This shows how far our team has come in the last few years,”
Nelson said. “We didn’t play our best game by far, but we were
able to win a league game on the road and that is big for us.
We showed a lot of heart and I was proud we were able to pull
out the win.”

Harding  led  the  Wildcats  in  scoring  with  14  points,  four
rebounds, three assists and two steals. Dover also finished in
double  figures  with  13  points  and  had  a  team-high  seven
rebounds and three steals from the forward spot.

Louisburg will try for its second win a row tonight when it



travels to Frontenac. Tipoff is set for approximately 7:30
p.m.

 

 

LOUISBURG                17           12          
15           10 – 54

BALDWIN                    10           10          
17           15 – 52

LOUISBURG (4-3): Grant Harding 5-11 4-7 14; T.J. Dover 6-8 1-5
13; Mitchell McLellan 3-5 0-2 6; Sam Guetterman 1-3 3-5 5;
Jayce Geiman 2-3 0-2 4; Jacob Welsh 2-3 0-0 4; Alex Dunn 1-1
0-2 2; Ben Minster 1-1 0-1 2; Korbin Hankinson 1-2 0-2 2;
Dalton Ribordy 1-1 0-4 2. Totals: 23-38 8-30 54. 3-point field
goals: none

Lady  Cats  leave  it  all  on
floor against Baldwin

Louisburg guard Isabelle Holtzen goes up for a shot during
Friday’s road contest against Baldwin. The Lady Cats fell
66-35 to the Bulldogs.
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BALDWIN CITY – As Shawn Lowry walked out of the locker room
following Friday’s game with Baldwin, he had a grin from ear
to ear.

He couldn’t stop smiling.

By looking at him, no one could tell that his Louisburg girls
basketball team had just lost 66-35 to the Bulldogs. No, it
wasn’t about the score to Lowry or to the rest of his players.

It was about what the Lady Cats left on the court – nothing.

“Score isn’t even really an issue for me,” Lowry said. “For
what they gave, I will take that any time, any day and with
any team that I coach. I couldn’t have asked for them to give
any more than what they just did. I loved it.”

Whether it was early in the game, or in the final seconds of
their 31-point loss at Baldwin High School, the Lady Cats made
Baldwin work for every point. With the game already out of
reach  in  the  fourth  quarter,  the  Louisburg  players  found
themselves on the floor for loose balls, going after rebounds
– trying anything they could to get something positive to go
their way.

The Lady Cats (1-6) also battled foul problems most of the
game and had to go deep in their bench on several occasions.
Those players did the same thing the starters did – they made
things uncomfortable for Baldwin at times.



Senior Megan Roy gets on the
floor  for  a  loose  ball
during Friday’s contest with
Baldwin  at  Baldwin  High
School.

Baldwin also did the same for Louisburg as the Lady Cats had
to go up against a full-court press most of the night.

“That is one of the better pressure teams we will probably
face  this  year,”  Lowry  said.  “They  are  very  quick  and
athletic. I saw Baldwin play earlier this year and they give
everyone a hard time. We got a little wore down at the end,
and foul trouble hurt us a little bit, but for what those kids
gave,  especially  the  younger  ones  and  even  the  younger,
younger ones. It was awesome.”

It wasn’t the best of starts for the Lady Cats as Baldwin
displayed their athleticism early and they jumped out to a 9-0
lead two minutes into the contest. Louisburg didn’t back down,
however, as it went on a mini 7-0 run of its own to cut the
lead to two on a 3-pointer from Kennia Hankinson and baskets
from Madisen Simpson and Isabelle Holtzen.

Baldwin brought the lead back out to 11 going into the second
quarter and the Lady Cats had to deal with foul problems as
starter Emalee Overbay had three fouls in the first quarter
and three other players had two each.
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Megan Lemke, Holtzen and Hankinson would also pick up their
third foul in the second quarter and the Lady Cats were forced
to go to their younger players as freshmen Julianne Finley and
Bailey Kern each saw time, along with sophomore guard Lexie
Reece.

Still, by the time halftime came around, the Lady Cats found
themselves down just nine points.

“I will tell you this, everyone that sat up there and watched
that game is talking about how tough those kids are,” Lowry
said. “I just told the girls how proud I am of what they just
gave. They never backed down and never quit playing. We were
pressured the entire game, up until the last minute, which is
fine by us. We showed a lot of toughness out there.”

A lot that toughness came in the rebounding department and
from freshman Carson Buffington. The Louisburg forward pulled
down a team-high 11 rebounds to go along with seven points and
two steals.

Simpson  led  Louisburg  in  scoring  with  nine  points,  while
Holtzen added seven points in the loss.

“This group is not done working and they showed that,” Lowry
said. “That is what I love about this group. Carson Buffington
is rebounding the ball like crazy and we are getting to balls
that no one else wants to get after. It is really fun to coach
that.”

Baldwin started to pull away from the Lady Cats in the third
quarter as it went on an 11-2 run to take a 14-point lead
going into the third quarter. Louisburg also lost starter
Paige Buffington with an ankle and knee injury in the second
half.

The Lady Cats continued to fight, but a deeper Baldwin team
pulled away in the fourth quarter. Still, Louisburg gave it
everything it had until the final buzzer.



“They had nothing left,” Lowry said. “It was great to see and
I will take that any day of the week. They showed me a lot out
there.”

Louisburg tries to get back on track tonight when it travels
to Frontenac. Tipoff is set for 6 p.m.

 

LOUISBURG                11           11          
8             5 – 35

BALDWIN                    22           9            
18           17 – 66

LOUISBURG (1-6): Madisen Simpson 4-10 0-2 9; Carson Buffington
3-10 1-4 7; Isabelle Holtzen 2-7 3-6 7; Kennia Hankinson 1-11
0-0 3; Lexie Reece 1-1 1-2 3; Paige Buffington 1-4 0-1 2;
Megan Roy 1-3 0-2 2; Emalee Overbay 1-4 0-2 2. Totals: 14-55
5-23 35. 3-point field goals: 2, (Hankinson, Simpson)

Hot-shooting  Ottawa  sinks
Louisburg

Louisburg junior Sam Guetterman rises up for a shot in the
lane  during  Tuesday’s  home  contest  against  Ottawa.  The
Wildcats couldn’t keep up with Ottawa in the 65-50 loss as the
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Cyclones connected on 11 3-pointers.

 

Life in the Frontier League can be difficult at times, just
ask the Louisburg boys basketball team.

The Wildcats faced one of the tougher teams in the league
Tuesday when they hosted Ottawa, and despite staying with the
Cyclones for a half, Louisburg couldn’t hold on in a 65-50
loss.

It was the second straight loss for Louisburg, which also fell
to a talented Eudora squad right before the holiday break.

“It has to be one of the best leagues in any division in
Kansas,” Louisburg coach Jason Nelson said. “Hopefully it will
push us to work harder, and help them realize that there are
good teams in this league, but we can be too. I think there is
a fine line between a good team and a decent team. We are
right there, we just have to cross that line. It is putting
together 32 minutes.”

Louisburg  (3-3)  showed  signs  of  crossing  that  line  at
different parts of the game, especially in the third quarter.
The Wildcats trailed by 11 points at halftime, but rallied to
cut the Ottawa lead to six points midway through the third,
before the Cyclones caught fire.

Ottawa, which connected on 11 3-pointers for the game, hit six
in the third to balloon its lead to 22 points going into the
final quarter.

“Defensively I thought we played really well,” Nelson said.
“We  have  been  emphasizing  limiting  offensive  rebounds  in
practice and I think we did a good job fixing that. We were
good defensively, but some of those shots they hit, there
wasn’t much we could do.”



Ottawa forward Isaac McCullough hit six of the 3-pointers for
Ottawa and finished with a game-high 26 points. Cyclone guard
Perry Carroll was also difficult to stop on the perimeter as
he added 21 points, including four 3-pointers.

The Wildcats got off to a slow start and fell behind 13-3 in
the first quarter, but they fought back to cut into the Ottawa
lead. Louisburg went on a 7-1 run to end the quarter after
baskets from Grant Harding and Jayce Geiman.

Sophomore  Dalton  Ribordy
gets ready to drive the lane
Tuesday against Ottawa.

Geiman then forced a turnover, which led to a basket from
Jacob Welsh and the Wildcats trailed just 14-10.

Cyclones answered right back in the second quarter as they
went on a 14-4 run to push their lead back to double digits.

“Our post defense was fantastic for the most part and gave up
very few points,” Nelson said. “We knew they were going to be
quick, and after the first quarter, for whatever reason our
help defense just wasn’t there and they go on an (14-4) run.
Once our help defense got better, the game evened up.”

Harding and Welsh were both bright spots throughout the game.
Harding finished with a team-high 17 points and Welsh also



scored in double figures with 11. Sophomore Dalton Ribordy led
the Wildcats with five rebounds.

Louisburg came out strong to start the second half as it went
on an 8-3 run after two baskets from Mitchell McLellan and
four free throws from Harding. However, Ottawa would catch
fire from behind-the-arch as they connected on those six 3-
pointers – many of which were well defended.

The Wildcats didn’t give in as they cut the 22-point lead to
13 late in the fourth quarter thanks to a pair of buckets from
T.J. Dover and a 3-pointer from Sam Guetterman.

“That is the intensity we are trying to get to and that is
something  I  need  to  get  better  at,”  Nelson  said.  “That
intensity in the fourth quarter is the same intensity we have
to have the entire game. Everyone knows that is what they need
to do, it is just me getting them to the point where they are
that way from minute one to minute 32. No one works harder
than our kids, it is just putting all these pieces of the
puzzle together and figuring it out.”

Louisburg will try to snap its losing skid Friday when it
travels to Baldwin. The Wildcats will be on the road the rest
of this month and won’t return home until their game against
Paola on Feb. 2.

 

LOUISBURG                10           13          
12           15 – 50

OTTAWA                     14           18          
23           10 – 65

LOUISBURG (3-3): Grant Harding 6-17 5-8 17; Jacob Welsh 4-5
3-4 11; T.J. Dover 2-6 1-2 5; ; Mitchell McLellan 2-7 0-0 4;
Ben  Minster  1-1  2-2  4;  Dalton  Ribordy  2-3  0-0  4;  Sam
Guetterman 1-5 0-0 3; Jayce Geiman 1-3 0-0 2. Totals: 19-47



15-20 50. 3-point field goals: 1, (Guetterman)

Lady Cats nearly get second
win in a row

Junior Emalee Overbay dives onto the floor for a loose ball
Tuesday against Ottawa at Louisburg High School. The Lady Cats
came close to their second win in a row, but fell 41-36.

 

The Louisburg girls basketball team may have come up short in
a 41-36 loss to Ottawa on Tuesday at Louisburg High School,
but  the  Lady  Cats  took  another  step  forward  in  their
development.

Louisburg nearly pulled off its second straight victory of the
season, but foul trouble and missed shots late hurt the Lady
Cats’ chances in their first game back from the holiday break.

“We are growing, the kids are developing and buying in to what
we want to do,” Louisburg coach Shawn Lowry said. “They like
each other, care about each other and it is fun to be around.
It is not always like that with other teams, especially when
freshmen are playing at the varsity level, but I think that
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speaks to our leadership and they care about each other like
that.”

The Lady Cats (1-5) faced adversity from the start as they
trailed 13-4 early in the second quarter. Louisburg’s offense
picked up in a hurry as it scored 12 points in the final six
minutes of the first half.

Junior  Madisen  Simpson  and  freshman  Kennia  Hankinson  each
connected on 3-pointers and the Lady Cats eventually cut the
Ottawa  lead  to  three  points  after  a  basket  from  Emalee
Overbay.

Louisburg continued to put the pressure on the Cyclones as it
opened  the  third  quarter  with  an  8-0  run.  Baskets  from
sophomore Isabelle Holtzen, senior Megan Lemke and Simpson put
Louisburg up 25-23 with 2 minutes and 50 seconds left in the
quarter.

Senior Megan Lemke goes
up  for  a  shot  during
Tuesday’  contest
against  Ottawa  in
Louisburg.

The lead changed hands five times after that before Ottawa



took a two-point lead going into the final quarter.

The offense came thanks to their defense as the Lady Cats made
it difficult on Ottawa. They forced 17 Cyclone turnovers in
the  final  three  quarters,  including  eight  in  the  fourth
quarter alone.

“It started with how we play on the defensive end,” Lowry
said. “We got on the floor for some loose balls and we got
some rebounds offensively that was just effort and ‘want to’
stuff. We talked about that at halftime and they took it to
heart. That is what I like about these girls is we talk about
doing stuff that is going to be hard and give a lot of effort
and they go out and do it.”

Foul  trouble  began  to  creep  in  for  Louisburg  as  starting
forwards Carson Buffington and Overbay each fouled out early
in the fourth quarter. Ottawa took advantage as it built a
six-point  lead  early  on,  but  both  teams  would  struggle
offensively, until Louisburg made one final run.

Simpson hit a 3-pointer with 1:15 left and Paige Buffington
connected on a 3-pointer as well to cut the lead to two with
40 seconds remaining. Louisburg was forced to foul and Ottawa
connected on three free throws to close out the game.

Simpson scored a team-high 14 points to lead the Lady Cats and
Paige Buffington finished with seven on the night. Lemke led
the team with 10 rebounds.

“I  thought  Megan  Lemke  played  really  well,  especially
defensively,” Lowry said. “I think she had 10 boards tonight
on top of that. She just gives and gives and she doesn’t come
out of the game much, and I thought she gave a lot.

“Kennia came in and did a nice job and Isabelle came in and
was working her tail off out there. Our younger kids are
learning,  and  it  is  tough  right  now,  but  we  are  getting
better.”



Louisburg  will  try  and  get  back  on  track  Friday  when  it
travels to Baldwin. The Lady Cats will be on the road for the
rest of the month and won’t return home until their Feb. 2
meeting with Paola.

 

LOUISBURG                4             12          
13           7 – 36

OTTAWA                     11           10          
10           10 – 41

LOUISBURG  (1-5):  Madisen  Simpson  14,  Paige  Buffington  7,
Isabelle Holtzen 4, Megan Lemke 4, Kennia Hankinson 3, Carson
Buffington 2, Emalee Overbay 2. Totals 14 4-6 36. 3-point
field goals: 4, (Simpson 2, P. Buffington, Hankinson)

Eudora too much for Louisburg
boys

Louisburg junior Jayce Geiman tries to dribble around a Eudora
defender Tuesday during the Wildcats’ Frontier League opener
in Eudora. The Wildcats fell to Eudora 57-25 to move their
record to 3-2 on the season.
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EUDORA – In what was a joyous locker room a few days earlier,
the  mood  for  the  Louisburg  boys  basketball  team  was  the
complete opposite following Tuesday’s league opening contest
against Eudora.

The Wildcats traveled to Eudora on Tuesday to face off with
the  Cardinals  just  days  after  winning  the  Bulldog-Wildcat
Classic. Louisburg seemed to have the momentum going in, but
it was Eudora who had the upper-hand from start to finish.

Eudora scored 20 points in the first and second quarters and
shut  down  the  Wildcats’  offense  in  the  57-25  win  over
Louisburg. It marks just the second loss of the season for the
Wildcats as they now take some time off for the holiday break.

It was hard for the Wildcats to get much going offensively as
the  longer,  athletic  Cardinals  made  it  difficult.  Eudora
forced 10 first quarter turnovers, many of which turned into
baskets on the other end.

The  game  was  tied  at  3-all  after  Louisburg  junior  Grant
Harding completed a three-point play, but Eudora took off
after that and went on a 17-1 run to take a 20-4 lead into the
second quarter.

It  also  didn’t  help  the  Wildcats  that  the  Cardinals  also
caught fire from the field, including forward Brian Tolefree.
The Eudora senior was 6-for-6 from the 3-point line in the
first half and had 18 points at halftime.

The rest of the Cardinals were right behind him as they shot
nearly 50 percent from the field for the game.

Harding led the Wildcats in scoring with eight points on the
night and Ben Minster was next with four points.



The Wildcats will try and get back on the winning track on
Jan. 5 when they host Ottawa. Tipoff is set for approximately
7:30 p.m.

 

LOUISBURG                4             6            
4             11 – 25

EUDORA                      20           20          
11           6 – 57

LOUISBURG (3-2): Grant Harding 3-8 2-6 8; Ben Minster 2-4 0-0
4; Alex Dunn 1-1 1-2 3; Jacob Welsh 0-1 3-4 3; Jayce Geiman
1-6 0-0 2; Korbin Hankinson 1-2 0-0 2; Dalton Ribordy 1-1 0-0
2; T.J. Dover 0-3 1-4 1. Totals: 9-29 7-18 25.

Lady  Cats  battle  for  first
victory

Freshman Carson Buffington battles for a rebound with two
Eudora players Tuesday in Eudora. Buffington and the Lady Cats
won their first game of the season 37-34, and in the process,
Buffington grabbed a team-high 17 rebounds.
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The  Louisburg  girls  basketball  team  gave  itself  an  early
Christmas present of sorts Tuesday in Eudora.

It was one the Lady Cats had at the top of the list for a
while now – their first win.

Thanks to a big fourth quarter rally, the Lady Cats defeated
Eudora 37-34 to ensure their first victory of the season and
it gives them a little life heading into the Christmas break
after going winless in their first four games.

“Look at us compared to last year and there are a lot of
similarities between the two teams,” Louisburg coach Shawn
Lowry said. “Now, maybe not with wins and losses, but we have
kids that are growing and that is what I have said from the
start.  What  I  am  really  proud  about  is  the  way  so  many
different kids stepped up at different times. It wasn’t one
person doing something unbelievable, it was all of them doing
their jobs.”

The Lady Cats (1-4) did have several players come through at
key moments of the contest, but maybe none bigger than Madisen
Simpson. The Louisburg junior, who started the first four
games of the season, came off the bench this time around and
gave the Lady Cats a big spark – especially in the fourth
quarter.

Down 27-22 with four minutes left in the contest, Simpson hit
a pair of 3-pointers and a jumper to give Louisburg a one-
point lead with just under three minutes left.



Senior  Megan  Lemke
looks to go up for a
shot Tuesday in Eudora.

Sophomore Isabelle Holtzen then stole a Eudora pass and took
it down the court herself for the layup and put Louisburg up
32-29.

“I just do it for the team because they mean a lot to me,”
Simpson said. “It motivated me to come off the bench, but
anything I can do for my team I will definitely do it.”

Louisburg also came through at the free-throw line in the
final seconds. Freshman Kennia Hankinson, senior Megan Lemke
and Simpson all made free throws to close the game out.

The Lady Cats also got several second chance opportunities
thanks to their work on the boards. Louisburg pulled down 30
rebounds for the game and freshman Carson Buffington had 17 of
those by herself.

“I  can’t  remember  anything  like  that,”  Lowry  said  of
Buffington’s performance. “Some of the ones I really don’t
know how she got to them, but really it was all about effort
and wanting the ball more than the other team.”

It was a struggle defensively early for the Lady Cats as
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Eudora got several open looks on its way to a 15-8 lead after
the first quarter. Louisburg would tighten down and allow just
19 points in the final three quarters combined to stay in the
game.

Louisburg fought its way back in the game when Simpson hit a
3-pointer, her first of three for the night, with under a
minute remaining in the first half and the Lady Cats took 20-
all tie into halftime.

After a slow start offensively to the second half, which saw
Louisburg manage only two points, the Lady Cats heated up in
the second half and scored 15 points in the final four minutes
to pull away.

“What I told them at halftime is how they play in the second
half is the taste you have in your mouth the next two weeks,”
Lowry said. “They took that to heart. We get to build off this
now and when we get to practice, the girls are going to do
things they haven’t done before. It was big for us.”

Simpson finished the game with a team-high 15 points, while
Holtzen and junior Paige Buffington were next with six points
each.

Now the Lady Cats will focus their efforts on to getting
better over the break. Louisburg will host Ottawa on Jan. 5.

“Our effort was absolutely amazing tonight,” Simpson said. “We
never gave up, even when we were down, we never gave up as a
team.”

 

LOUISBURG                8             15          
2             15 – 37

EUDORA                      15           5            
6             8 – 34



LOUISBURG (1-4): Madisen Simpson 5-13 1-2 15; Isabelle Holtzen
3-7 0-0 6; Paige Buffington 2-7 0-0 6; Megan Lemke 1-7 3-4 5;
Carson  Buffington  1-5  1-2  3;  Kennia  Hankinson  0-1  2-4  2.
Totals: 12-43 7-12 37. 3-point field goals: 5, (Simpson 3, P.
Buffington 2)

Lady  Cats  continue  to  grow
after tourney

Louisburg freshman Kennia Hankinson (middle) gets some help on
a loose ball from teammate Carson Buffington during Friday’s
fifth-place game of the Wildcat-Bulldog Classic in Louisburg.
The Lady Cats fell 50-43.

 

Many teams that finished a tournament without a win would have
left feeling defeated and frustrated.

For  the  Louisburg  girls  basketball  team,  the  feeling  was
completely the opposite. Sure, the Lady Cats would have liked
to  win  a  game  or  two  during  last  week’s  Wildcat-Bulldog
Classic, but they are looking for more than just wins this
early in the season – they want to see progress.
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That was something they did accomplish as the young Lady Cat
team nearly picked up two victories during the tournament and
were tested in some tight situations, including a 50-43 loss
to Anderson County on Friday in the fifth-place game.

“It is about getting them as much confidence as possible right
now,” Louisburg coach Shawn Lowry said. “We are getting game
experience and more kids are understanding more parts of the
game and it is slowing down for them. You see some freshmen
that are starting to pick up parts, granted they still have a
ways to go, but they are picking up things and the effort is
there.”

One of those freshmen, Kennia Hankinson, helped bring the Lady
Cats back in the fourth quarter. Louisburg found itself down
10 points with 3 minutes and 20 seconds left in the game when
Hankinson hit two 3-pointers in less than two minutes, and
after a pair of Isabelle Holtzen free throws, cut Anderson
County’s lead to two.

Anderson County would hit five free throws in the final minute
to help secure the win, but Lowry liked what he saw from his
freshman.

“She has no fear,” Lowry said of Hankinson. “The kid just
wants to play. I would still like to see her do a little more
things defensively, but I am happy she hit those shots. I push
her a lot as a freshman, and getting the opportunity she is, I
really challenge her and she is stepping up.

“It wasn’t just those shots, she tried to take two charges, an
even though she didn’t get the calls, she put herself in
position to be unselfish for her team and I am most proud of
that.”

Junior Paige Buffington provided the Lady Cats (0-4) with a
lot of big baskets as she scored a team-high 14 points and had
five rebounds. Fellow junior Madisen Simpson had 11 points and
also pulled down five rebounds.



Junior  Emalee  Overbay
goes up for a rebound
against Anderson County
on Friday.

Junior Emalee Overbay led the Lady Cats on the glass as she
had a team-high eight rebounds and freshman Carson Buffington
added seven.

Coach Lowry was proud to see his team battle back when the
Lady Cats found themselves in dire straits.

“Those are experiences that these group of players haven’t
been through yet,” he said. “That is great for them to be in
that spot. To see them during the timeout, see them battle
back and they are starting to come together and trust each
other. It is great to see.”

Louisburg got off to a good start in its second game of the
tournament Thursday when it faced off with Burlington. The
Lady Cats had a one point lead after the first quarter, but
Burlington’s  pressure  got  to  them  at  times  and  they  fell
46-32.

Holtzen, a sophomore, and Simpson led the Lady Cats with seven
points each and senior Megan Lemke added six in the loss.
Carson Buffington had a team-high seven rebounds.
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“It was a great experience to play in a preseason tournament
like this and to play against teams like Burlington, who likes
to pressure,” Lowry said. “It is good for us to work on that
because we are going to get pressured a lot this year. I
thought we handled it fairly well.”

In the tournament opener on Dec. 8, Louisburg faced off with
Iola  and  had  the  lead  four  different  times  in  the  final
quarter before falling 42-37.

The Lady Cats led 26-21 to start the fourth quarter before
Iola went on 7-0 run to take a two point lead. Simpson hit a
3-pointer and a pair of free throws to give the Lady Cats a
33-32 lead back.

Paige Buffington added another basket with 2 minutes remaining
to  give  Louisburg  another  small  lead,  but  Iola  ended  the
quarter on an 8-2 run to pull away.

Simpson led the Lady Cats in scoring with 15 points, while
Lemke  and  Paige  Buffington  each  added  six  points.  Carson
Buffington pulled down a team-high nine rebounds.

Louisburg returns to action tonight for its first official
Frontier League contest. The Lady Cats will travel to Eudora
for a 6 p.m. tipoff in hopes to get their first win.

 

AND. COUNTY           13           15           10          
12 – 50

LOUISBURG                10           12          
9             12 – 43

LOUISBURG (0-4): Paige Buffington 4-10 4-7 14; Madisen Simpson
1-4 3-6 11; Kennia Hankinson 2-6 2-2 8; Isabelle Holtzen 0-3
4-10 4; Haven Turner 1-1 0-0 2; Emalee Overbay 0-4 2-4 2;
Megan Lemke 0-8 1-2 1; Lexie Reece 0-2 1-2 1. Totals: 11-47
15-30 43. 3-point field goals: 6, (Simpson 3, Hankinson 2,



Buffington).

 

BURLINGTON            11           12           11          
12 – 46

LOUISBURG                12           2            
9             9 – 32

LOUISBURG: Madisen Simpson 2-16 2-4 7; Isabelle Holtzen 3-7
1-5 7; Megan Lemke 3-5 0-1 6; Carson Buffington 2-7 0-0 4;
Emalee Overbay 1-4 2-4 4; Kennia Hankinson 1-1 0-0 2; Ryan
Caldwell  1-1  0-0  2.  Totals:  13-51  5-14  32.  3-point  field
goals: 1, (Simpson)

 

IOLA                             6             7            
8             21 – 42

LOUISBURG                3             13          
10           11 – 37

LOUISBURG: Madisen Simpson 5-13 3-4 15; Megan Lemke 1-3 3-4 6;
Paige  Buffington  3-11  0-0  6;  Emalee  Overbay  1-5  3-5  5;
Isabelle Holtzen 2-8 0-2 4; Ryan Caldwell 0-0 1-2 1. Totals:
12-43 10-17 37. 3-point field goals: 3, (Simpson 2, Lemke).

Wildcats  respond  to  win
tourney crown
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The Louisburg boys basketball team raises the Wildcat-Bulldog
Classic first place trophy into the air following Friday’s
69-52  victory  over  Baldwin  in  the  championship  game.  The
Wildcats won two straight games to win the tournament.

 

As  Mitchell  McLellan  gazed  on  the  Wildcat-Bulldog  Classic
championship  plaque  following  Friday’s  69-52  victory  over
Baldwin, it was like hitting the jackpot.

For McLellan, and several other Louisburg basketball players,
it was their first opportunity to actually hold a first place
trophy. The Wildcats have gone through several lean years
lately when it comes to wins, but they are off to a good start
this year.

For the first time since 2012, the Wildcats won the Wildcat-
Bulldog Classic championship and they had to earn it. After
losing their first game of the tournament to Iola, which was
held at Louisburg High School, the Wildcats battled back to
win their next two games by an average of 17 points and were
crowned champions.

“I couldn’t be more pleased,” Louisburg coach Jason Nelson
said. “To think about where we were after the Iola loss and to
learn what we learned from that was the big thing. We learned
our lesson. These boys want it and are intelligent enough to
understand what they needed to.

“They were fantastic these last two games.”



It concluded with a strong 17-point victory over Frontier
League foe Baldwin in the championship game as Louisburg got a
team-high 22 points from McLellan, who scored 16 of those
points in the first half.

Louisburg  junior  T.J.
Dover  fights  through
two  Baldwin  defenders
for  a  shot  Friday
during  the  Wildcat-
Bulldog  Classic.

Louisburg jumped out to a 20-11 lead at the end of the first
quarter and never looked back as it pressured the Bulldogs
defensively and contested most of their shots. The Wildcats
held Baldwin to just 32 percent from the field.

Offensively, Louisburg was just the opposite as it shot 53
percent  from  the  field,  with  many  of  those  opportunities
coming from around the basket.

“We were just ready from the opening tipoff,” McLellan said.
“We caught fire and we did a good job of running the court and
pressing the ball. We never settled to their game, we wanted
them to play our game and that is what happened. We were able
to feed the ball inside and we took advantage of a lot of



those close shots that we couldn’t make (against Iola).”

McLellan had a big night for Louisburg. Along with game-high
22 points, he also finished with 10 rebounds to record his
first double-double of the season. Five of those rebounds came
on the offensive end that led to several put backs.

“He is so important for us,” Nelson said of McLellan. “He
finds that weak side, and as soon as the help slides over to
the strong side, he is so good at sliding underneath and
getting those easy buckets and it was fantastic to see.”

The Wildcats (3-1) also got double digit performances from
juniors T.J. Dover and Grant Harding. Dover finished with 15
points and seven rebounds, many of which came the second half.
Harding added 14 points and eight rebounds in the victory.

“Everyone is on a mission to win,” McLellan said. “Our program
has had losing seasons every year for a very long time and we
are all just tired of losing. We have that desire to win every
time we step on the court.

“We took smart shots. We didn’t have to force anything and we
got the looks we wanted to get most of the night, which were
easy short shots and we didn’t settle.”

To get to the championship game, not only did the Wildcats
have to beat its final opponent in pool play, Burlington, but
they  had  to  do  so  convincingly.  Since  Louisburg  opened
tournament play on Dec. 8 with a loss to Iola, the Wildcats
had to do defeat Burlington by at least 13 points to advance
to the title game.

Louisburg left a little cushion on that number.

The Wildcats jumped on Burlington from the start and never let
up in their 71-53 victory. Like in its championship game win,
Louisburg put a 20 spot on the board in the first quarter and
held a 20-8 advantage into the second.



“Eliminating turnovers and attacking the rim is what was key
for us,” Nelson said. “We know that we have guys that can
shoot, but why shoot a low percentage 3-pointer when we can
attack the rim and exploit matchups. Our boys may not be the
biggest, but there is always mismatches somewhere and it is
their job to find those and exploit them and that is what we
did.”

The  Louisburg  boys
basketball  team  poses  with
its  championship  trophy
following Friday’s win over
Baldwin. Members of the team
are (front row, from left)
Korbin  Hankinson,  Mitchell
McLellan,  Grant  Harding,
Jacob  Welsh,  Alex  Dunn;
(back  row)  Dalton  Ribordy,
Jayce  Geiman,  Sam
Guetterman,  Ben  Brummel,
T.J. Dover, Ben Minster and
Jake Hill.

Louisburg definitely found one as Burlington had a hard time
containing Harding. The Wildcats forward exploded for a game-
high 28 points and seven rebounds and Burlington didn’t have
an answer.



Harding also connected on four 3-pointers along with driving
to  the  basket  and  getting  to  the  free-throw  line.  The
Louisburg  junior  was  8  for  8  from  the  line.

After Harding, the Wildcats had balanced scoring across the
board. Dover finished in double figures with 10 points, while
juniors Sam Guetterman, Jayce Geiman and McLellan each added
eight points.

It was a big relief for Louisburg following its 54-46 loss to
Iola two nights before. The Wildcats struggled offensively and
trailed 24-18 at halftime.

Louisburg  seemed  to  get  some  momentum  back  in  the  third
quarter and even held a 36-32 lead into the fourth quarter.
However, Iola outscored the Wildcats 22-10 in the final frame
to get the upset.

Harding and McLellan each scored 13 points in the loss.

Louisburg  will  go  for  its  first  official  Frontier  League
victory tomorrow when it travels to Eudora and hopes to get a
win in its final game before the holiday break.

“The Frontier League is tough and we have to go out on a
mission to win,” McLellan said. “We have to come out ready to
play every night, and even if we don’t win, we can’t hang our
heads and let it carry over.  This league is no joke and every
game is going to be tough.”

 

BALDWIN                    11           16          
14           11 – 52

LOUISBURG                20           18          
14           17 – 69

LOUISBURG (3-1): Mitchell McLellan 11-18 0-2 22; T.J. Dover
7-11 1-2 15; Grant Harding 5-8 4-4 14; Jayce Geiman 3-6 0-0 8;



Sam  Guetterman  2-2  1-1  5;  Jacob  Welsh  1-3  2-7  4;  Dalton
Ribordy 0-2 1-2 1. Totals: 29-55 9-20 69. 3-point field goals:
2, (Geiman 2).

 

BURLINGTON            8             15           14          
16 – 53

LOUISBURG                20           17          
18           16 – 71

LOUISBURG: Grant Harding 8-14 8-10 28; T.J. Dover 5-10 0-0 10;
Sam Guetterman 4-4 0-0 8; Jayce Geiman 1-6 6-9 8; Mitchell
McLellan 4-8 0-0 8; Dalton Ribordy 1-2 4-4 6; Alex Dunn 2-2
0-0 4; Jacob Welsh 0-0 2-2 2. Totals: 25-48 20-25 71. 3-point
field goals: 4, (Harding 4).

 

IOLA                             10           14          
8             22 – 54

LOUISBURG                5             13          
18           10 – 46

LOUISBURG: Mitchell McLellan 6-11 1-3 13; Grant Harding 5-16
3-7 13; T.J. Dover 2-5 2-7 6; Dalton Ribordy 2-4 0-0 4; Ben
Minster 1-2 1-1 3; Jacob Welsh 0-1 3-4 3; Sam Guetterman 1-4
0-0 2; Alex Dunn 1-3 0-0 2. Totals: 18-49 10-22 46.

Wildcats win thriller against
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Pittsburg

Louisburg junior Grant Harding dunks the ball after a steal
during Friday’s season opener against Pittsburg in Louisburg.
The Wildcats rallied from seven points down with under three
minutes left to pull off a 51-50 victory.

 

It may have been just the season opener, but the Louisburg
boys basketball team provided all the drama any fan could ask
for.

There were rallies, dunks, floor burns, big defensive stops
and enormous free throws all played in front of an electric
crowd Friday inside the LHS gymnasium. When all was said and
done, it was the Wildcats that were left standing.

Louisburg rallied from seven points down with under three
minutes  left  in  the  game  to  outduel  Pittsburg  51-50  and
provided the Wildcats with a positive start to the season.

“I love these kids so much,” Louisburg coach Jason Nelson
said. “When we were down we didn’t get discouraged and they
all stuck together. They don’t care who is on the court, they
just play well together. This is a team and these kids are
close and that is what makes this a special group. The effort
was there the whole time and that was fantastic.”

Except for the opening minutes of the game, the Wildcats found
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themselves behind most of the way, until they took the lead
for good with a minute left in the contest. Louisburg trailed
48-41 with 2 minutes and 41 seconds remaining, then went on a
10-0 run to end the game.

The  game  seemed  to  turn  the  Wildcats’  way  when  they  got
baskets on back-to-back steals with under two minutes left.
The first one came thanks to junior Sam Guetterman and then
fellow junior Grant Harding stole the ball and drove it down
the floor for an uncontested dunk to cut the Pittsburg lead to
just one.

Senior Mitchell McLellan came through for the Wildcats after
that with a basket with 1:10 remaining, then after a Pittsburg
missed free throw, calmly hit two free throws himself with 28
seconds left. It would be all the Wildcats would need.

Mitchell McLellan puts
up  a  shot  Friday
against Pittsburg. The
Louisburg senior scored
the final four points
to  help  the  Wildcats
get the win.

“Grant was outstanding and Mitchell was outstanding,” Nelson
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said. “Mitchell will be the first one to tell you that he
didn’t have his best game, but when the time mattered he was
there.”

Louisburg (1-0) got production from up and down its bench
throughout the contest.

Junior T.J. Dover led the Wildcats in scoring with 12 points
as he was 6 for 9 from the field. McLellan was also in double
digits with 10 points.

Harding was all over the floor for the Wildcats with nine
points, including a pair of dunks, to go along with nine
rebounds, five assists and three steals. Senior point guard
Jacob Welsh ended with six points, two assists and two steals,
while sophomore forward Dalton Ribordy had five points in his
first varsity game.

“Welsh was outstanding,” Nelson said. “Dalton, for his first
varsity game, I really thought his defense was fantastic in
the paint. Jayce (Geiman) hit a big 3-pointer down the stretch
too, so a lot of guys contributed for us. We have a lot more
options this season and we can go 9 to 10 players deep, while
last season we could go seven or maybe eight, on a good
night.”

The first quarter wasn’t the start Louisburg was hoping for.
While they scored 14 points in the opening frame, the Wildcats
gave up 23 points to Pittsburg and weren’t able to get many
stops on the defensive end.

After  that,  Louisburg  clamped  down  on  the  Purple  Dragons
defensively and the Wildcats found themselves on the floor for
countless  loose  balls  and  seemed  to  frustrate  Pittsburg,
especially in the second and fourth quarters.

The Wildcats held Pittsburg to just 27 points in the final
three quarters, including just five points in the second and
fourth quarters.



“Pitt can pose a lot of matchup problems,” Nelson said. “They
are athletic, super quick and they are a handful. The problem
in the first quarter was we gave up 23 points. One of the
kids’ goals before the season was to hold teams to 56 points a
game and we give up 23 in the first quarter.

“They knew they made some young mistakes that they shouldn’t
have made and came out after that and only gave up 27 points
in the next three quarters. A lot of it just comes with the
maturation process and having each other’s back, which they
clearly did.”

The  Wildcats  return  to  action  tonight  as  they  host  the
Wildcat-Bulldog Classic all week. Louisburg will matchup with
Iola at approximately 6:30 p.m. tonight and then will play
Burlington at the same time Thursday.

 

 

PITT               23           5             17           5 –
50

LOU               14           9             13           15 –
51

LOUISBURG (1-0): T.J. Dover 6-9 0-0 12; Mitchell McLellan 4-9
2-2 10; Grant Harding 4-13 1-2 9; Jacob Welsh 3-6 0-1 6;
Dalton Ribordy 1-3 3-4 5; Ben Minster 2-2 0-0 4; Jayce Geiman
1-5 0-0 3; Sam Guetterman 1-1 0-0 2. Totals: 22-48 6-9 51. 3-
point field goals: 1, (Geiman)



Lady Cats fall to Pittsburg
in opener

Louisburg  junior  Madisen  Simpson  drives  toward  the  basket
Friday during the Lady Cats’ season opener against Pittsburg
in Louisburg. The Lady Cats fell 43-20 and will take part in
the Wildcat-Bulldog Classic this week.

 

Shawn Lowry knew it wasn’t going to be easy and all he had to
do was look at his starting lineup.

The Louisburg girls basketball coach started two freshmen,
Carson  Buffington  and  Kennia  Hankinson,  on  Friday  against
Class 5A Pittsburg and had just three players back who saw
significant varsity time from a year ago. Lowry knows this
process is going to take time.

Despite the Lady Cats’ 43-20 home loss to the Purple Dragons,
Lowry saw a lot of positives from his team in their season
opener.

“I am just so proud of our effort and our toughness,” Lowry
said.  “These  kids  right  now  are  in  the  same  spirit  and
attitude that they were before the game started, which I love.
They could be in there with their heads down, but they know
they busted their tail out there. I couldn’t have asked for
more.”
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The Lady Cats (0-1) were in the game early as the hung around
with  the  Purple  Dragons  in  the  first  quarter.  Louisburg
trailed 10-4 before junior Madisen Simpson connected on a 3-
pointer, but Pittsburg answered with a basket to take a 12-7
lead into the second quarter.

Freshman  Kennia  Hankinson
drives  the  lane  during
Friday’s  home  opener  in
Louisburg.

In the frame, both teams had problems finding the basket as
Pittsburg was responsible for the only five points scored in
the second quarter and had a 17-7 halftime lead.

The Purple Dragons used a full-court press most of the night,
which made it difficult for the Lady Cats to get in a rhythm.
Pittsburg took advantage of that in the third quarter as it
outscored  Louisburg  19-4  and  pulled  away  for  a  32-11
advantage.

Although the Lady Cats faced a large deficit, Lowry didn’t see
his team give in and watched them compete until the end.

“I think that is part of the way we have worked with them,”
Lowry said. “We told them this is going to be tough and they
challenge each other. When things get tough, we don’t react to
all the highs and lows and they did that. It is not easy for
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young kids to do. They were playing just as hard in the fourth
quarter as they were in the first and that is great to see.”

Junior Paige Buffington and Simpson each finished with six
points to lead the Lady Cats as each connected on a pair of 3-
pointers. Freshman Carson Buffington was next on the team with
three points.

“It is game one, but some other kids are going to have to step
up and play more down the road,” Lowry said. “I thought Carson
Buffington was really good for her first high school varsity
game. I think she will get better and stronger as the year
goes on.

“Our  growth  potential  is  really  high.  This  group  is  so
coachable.  They  work  their  tails  off  and  they  give  us
everything and they will get better as the year goes on.”

Louisburg will try for its first win at 5 p.m. tonight when it
hosts Iola in the first round of the Wildcat-Bulldog Classic.
The Lady Cats will also meet Burlington at 5 p.m. on Thursday
in the next round before ending the tournament Friday.

 

PITT               12           5             19           7 –
43

LOU               7             0             4             9
– 20

LOUISBURG (0-1): Paige Buffington 6, Madisen Simpson 6, Carson
Buffington 3, Megan Lemke 2, Kennia Hankinson 2, Isabelle
Holtzen 1. 3-point field goals: 4, (P. Buffington 2, Simpson
2)


