
Lady Cats come up short to
Olathe North on Senior Night

Louisburg senior Riley Kallevig sends a shot over the net
Thursday during the Lady Cats’ match with Olathe North on
Senior Night.

On what was supposed to be a night
of celebrating the work of six Louisburg seniors, Thursday’s
match against
Olathe North ended on a sour note.

The Lady Cats, who were playing
their final home match of the season, fell behind early to the
Eagles and
couldn’t catch up in a 25-18, 25-22, 17-25 and 25-23 loss
during Senior Night at
Louisburg High School.

Before the match, the Lady Cats
honored seniors Haley Cain, Liz Jacobs, Riley Kallevig, Sydni
Keagle, Erin
Lemke and Reilly Ratliff-Becher. Many of those seniors played
big roles in the
Lady Cats’ run to back-to-back state championship appearances.

“These
six seniors are a special group,” Louisburg coach Jessica
Compliment said. “It’s
been fun to watch them grow and develop over the years. A good
portion of them
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have been on varsity since they were freshmen or sophomores,
so they’ve been
key players in our recent success.

“They’ve
put in a lot of work over the years, and they aren’t done yet
this year.
Hopefully, they’ll have an opportunity to play at state again
this season. This
is a special group of seniors who get along really well. They
are a fun bunch
to coach.”

Louisburg seniors (from left) Sydni Keagle, Riley Kallevig,
Haley Cain, Liz Jacobs, Erin Lemke and Reilly Ratliff-Becher
were all honored on Senior Night on Thursday before their
match with Olathe North.
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Olathe North jumped on the Lady Cats early on in the first set
as the Eagles opened the match on a 14-4 run. Louisburg tried
to claw back, and cut the Eagle lead to 18-14 at one point,
but couldn’t get any closer.

In the second set, the Lady Cats traded leads with the Eagles,
but back-to-back kills from Jacobs gave Louisburg a 19-17
advantage late. Olathe North responded with a 6-1 run to help
win the set and take a 2-0 lead.

Louisburg responded nicely in the third set as it went on a
6-0 run of its own behind the serving from sophomore Davis
Guetterman to put the Lady Cats up 17-8 and they didn’t look
back. Junior Carleigh Pritchard also recorded a pair of kills
and a block during that run.

The
Lady Cats didn’t have enough in the fourth set to keep the
match alive, but
made it interesting. Louisburg’s defense stepped up late won a
big point to
take a 16-15 lead after a long volley that was kept alive on a
big dig from
Ratliff-Becher.

Louisburg once against battled back from a three-point deficit
to go up 23-22 on an ace from Chase Kallevig, but the Eagles
scored the final three points to take the set and the match.

“It was tough to lose on Senior Night,” Compliment said. “You
always want to be able to send the seniors off with a final
win on their home court. Olathe North was smart and played
aggressive the entire evening.”



Senior Sydni Keagle goes up for a kill Thursday against Olathe
North.
Cain and Pritchard played big in the middle as the two players
led the Lady Cats with 12 kills each. Jacobs also finished
with nine on the outside and sophomore Rinny McMullen had six
from the setter’s spot.

Louisburg also served well at times as it had nine aces,
including five from Guetterman, who served 13 points. McMullen
led the Lady Cat offense with 21 assists and Guetterman added
12.

Defensively, Riley Kallevig led the team
in digs with 15, while Ratliff-Becher finished with 12 and
Chase Kallevig added
10. Lemke finished with a team-high three blocks along with
Pritchard.



The Lady Cats will try and bounce back
tonight  when  it  travels  to  Piper  for  their  final  regular
season match of the
season.

Louisburg goes winless at Emporia
Louisburg traveled to the Emporia
Invitational on Saturday, and like much of its season, the
Lady Cats went up
against bigger programs, some of which were state-ranked.

It was a tough outing for the Lady Cats
as they lost all four of their matches.

Louisburg lost to Bishop Carroll (25-17,
25-21), Shawnee Heights (25-20, 20-25, 25-17), Bonner Springs
(25-23, 25-17)
and Lawrence (25-22, 21-25 and 25-14).

“Saturday was a rough and tough day,”
Compliment said. “Yes, we did see some tough competition, but
we had moments
where we could have pulled away with a win or at least played
closer with
a few of the teams. We made quite a few service errors which
cost us a lot of
points throughout the day. This tournament is similar to the
Lansing tournament
as far as level of play and teams. We were lacking intensity
throughout the
day, and other teams showed a lot more emotion and drive.

“There were moments though where I
thought we were turning around and fighting back to win, but
unfortunately we
came up short each time.  We had some great defensive plays
throughout the



day, and our serve receive was pretty consistent as well.”

Lady  Cats  sweep  Eudora  in
match  with  postseason
ramifications

Louisburg junior Alyse Moore (left) and senior Haley Cain team
up for a block during last week’s home match against Eudora.

It may have just been a normal
Frontier League match to the casual fan, but last Tuesday’s
dual between
Louisburg  and  Eudora  at  Louisburg  High  School  had  more
postseason ramifications
than many people may realize.

Both teams have near identical
records and are fighting for a top four seed to have the
ability to host the
upcoming sub-state tournament. They knew what was at stake and
both teams
played like it, especially in the first set.

Louisburg rallied from four-point deficit late and took the
first set 30-28 over the Cardinals. From there, the momentum
was with the Lady Cats as they took the next two sets 25-21
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and 25-21 to win the match.

“Obviously losing to Bonner Springs and Spring Hill earlier in
the year, we are out of the running for a league championship,
but this is still a league school and we still have to go for
it and fight,” Louisburg coach Jessica Compliment said. “With
where the records are falling, and the potential to host sub-
state, records become important and Eudora has a good record.
There are three of us that are like neck-and-neck. There is
still a lot to be played, but it is pretty dicey up there with
the top five or six teams.”

The top four teams, record-wise,
on each side of the state will get to host sub-state and the
Lady Cats improved
their mark to 18-10 and are currently sitting as the No. 3
seed with two weeks
of competition left to go. Since then, Eudora has seen its
record fall to 22-13
and in the No. 5 spot.

The Lady Cats were able to get
that  potentially  big  victory  thanks  to  the  adversity  it
overcame early. Eudora
went on 6-0 run to take a 22-18 lead and was well on its way
to taking the
first set.

Instead, Louisburg went on a 7-2
run of its own to take a 25-24 lead thanks to kills from
junior Carleigh
Pritchard  and  senior  Erin  Lemke.  Eudora  won  the  next  two
points to force a game
point at 26-25, but Lemke and senior Liz Jacobs responded with
back-to-back
kills to go back up.



Louisburg’s  (from  left)  Davis  Guetterman,  Riley  Kallevig,
Carleigh  Pritchard  and  Reilly  Ratliff-Becher  celebrate  Liz
Jacobs’ (4) big point against Eudora.
It went back-and-forth until Jacobs
recorded kill at 29-28 and sophomore Rinny McMullen ended it
with a tip over
the Cardinals front row to give the Lady Cats all momentum.

“This was probably the first time
all season where we have played three sets consistently and
aggressive the
whole time,” Compliment said. “We played to win every single
ball and we didn’t
back off on anything. Winning that first set, and battling the
entire time was
huge for morale and confidence. It was a big first set.

“I just told the girls they need
to start putting the ball away and not play timid. You have
hit, be smart and



be aggressive. I told them there shouldn’t be a ball that gets
left untouched
and I think they responded.”

From there, the Lady Cats took care of business as they took
control midway through each of the next two sets and never
looked back.

Senior  Riley  Kallevig  goes  up  for  kill  last  week  against
Eudora.



Pritchard and senior Haley Cain
had a big night in the middle as they led Louisburg offensive
attack with 11
and 10 kills, respectively. Junior Alyse Moore finished with
nine, while Lemke
and Jacobs each had six. Senior Riley Kallevig had six kills
in the win.

Setters Davis Guetterman and Rinny
McMullen  served  up  those  kill  opportunities  as  they  each
finished with 22
assists on the night and McMullen also had a team-high three
aces.

Defensively, senior libero
Reilly-Ratliff  Becher  led  Louisburg  with  16  digs,  while
Kallevig also finished
in double figures with 12.

Louisburg will play its final regular
season  home  match  Thursday  when  it  hosts  Olathe  North  on
Senior Night. The
match is set to begin at 6 p.m.

Lady  Cats  finish  third  at
Ottawa Invitational
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Louisburg senior Liz Jacobs goes up for a kill during the Lady
Cats’ match against Olathe West on Saturday at the Ottawa
Invitational.

It was another busy week for the
Louisburg volleyball team as the Lady Cats played two league
duals and a
tournament in a five-day period.

Louisburg ventured to the Ottawa Invitational on Saturday and
played in five matches during the round-robin tournament. The
Lady Cats finished third overall with a 3-2 record, with their
only two losses coming against state-ranked teams.

The Lady Cats got wins against
Ottawa  (2-0),  Olathe  West  (2-1)  and  Highland  Park  (2-0),
before falling to
Bishop Miege (2-0) and Basehor-Linwood (2-1).

“We had a good day at Ottawa,” Louisburg
coach Jessica Compliment said. “The team stepped up and played
well together I
thought all day. We didn’t come out and play our best versus
Miege. We had a
bit of a mental block and didn’t put our best effort into that
match. Outside
of the Miege match, we played really well.”

Ottawa was the first opponent for
Louisburg and the Lady Cats took care of business with a 25-17
and 25-21 win.
They faced a tough challenge in their next match when they had
to go three sets
against Olathe West.

The two teams had split earlier in the year, but Louisburg
came out strong with a 25-20 win in the first set. Olathe West
countered with a 25-21 victory in the second and were one
point away from winning the match in the third set.



Olathe West had a 24-20 lead in the third
set, but the Lady Cats responded to go on a 6-0 run as
sophomore Davis Guetterman
served  the  last  six  points,  including  an  ace,  to  help
Louisburg  get  a  big  win.

The momentum was short-lived, however, as
the Lady Cats had a tough time keeping up with Bishop Miege in
the next match
as they fell 25-19 and 25-15. Miege, the No. 4 ranked team in
Class 4A, took a
14-4 lead in the first set and never looked back.

Louisburg quickly put that loss behind them as it matched up
with Basehor-Linwood, the No. 10-ranked team in Class 5A. The
Lady Cats lost the first set 25-19, but rallied to win the
second 25-18.



Sophomore Davis Guetterman digs up a ball Saturday during the
Ottawa Invitational.
The Lady Cats continued to play hard into the third set,
before falling 27-25. It was the second loss to the Bobcats
this season.

“It was good to beat Olathe West again because
they beat us at Lansing,” Compliment said. “We are 2-1 now
versus them. The
Basehor match was a well-played match. The third set was a
close one, and I
thought  the  team  played  and  fought  hard  until  the  last
whistle.

Junior Alyse Moore had a busy match at the net as she recorded
a team-high 10 kills and also had three blocks. Seniors Liz
Jacobs and Erin Lemke each had seven kills, while senior Haley
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Cain had six kills and a team-high four blocks.

Louisburg served strong as it recorded six aces, including a
pair each from sophomores Rinny McMullen and Chase Kallevig,
and junior Carleigh Pritchard.

Defensively, the Lady Cats also
played  well  as  seniors  Reilly  Ratliff-Becher  and  Riley
Kallevig led the team
with nine digs and Guetterman added eight. Guetterman also had
a big outing as
the team’s setter as she had 18 assists and McMullen had 12.

The Lady Cats closed out the tournament with a 25-4 and 25-12
win over Highland Park.

Jacobs and Riley Kallevig led
Louisburg offensively with five kills each, but it was the
serving where the
Lady Cats did their damage.

Louisburg racked up 19 aces in two
sets,  seven  of  which  came  from  Ratliff-Becher  and  Chase
Kallevig added five of
her own. Guetterman also had 17 assists in the victory.

Louisburg downs Baldwin, Tonganoxie
Louisburg was also able to find
success in Frontier League play as the Lady Cats swept both
Tonganoxie and
Baldwin.

The Lady Cats traveled to
Tonganoxie last Thursday and left with a 25-18, 25-8 and 25-18
victory over the
Chieftains. Two days earlier, Louisburg hosted Baldwin and
came away with an
easy 25-7, 25-14 and 25-17 win.



Against Baldwin, junior Carleigh
Pritchard led the Louisburg offensive attack with nine kills,
while senior Liz
Jacobs finished with eight and seniors Haley Cain and Erin
Lemke each added
seven.

Alyse Moore (left) and Haley Cain team up for a block last
week in Louisburg’s home win over Baldwin.
Louisburg was also strong from
behind the service line as it racked up 12 aces, including six
from sophomore
Rinny McMullen. Cain and junior Alyse Moore were strong at the
net defensively
with three blocks each.

Senior libero Reilly
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Ratliff-Becher also had a big night in the back row as she
tallied a team-high
20 digs. McMullen and fellow sophomore Davis Guetterman also
had a strong
evening  at  the  setter  spot  with  22  and  12  assists,
respectively.

“The team played well
both nights,” Louisburg coach Jessica Compliment said. “In
both matches, we
served tough and were able to take both teams out of their
offense. Reilly and
Chase Kallevig played some great defense both evenings. There
are still a few
areas we need to work on cleaning up, but overall the team
played with a lot of
energy.”

In its match with
Tonganoxie, Pritchard once again led Louisburg up front with a
team-high eight
kills, while Moore finished with seven. Lemke and senior Riley
Kallevig had six
kills each.

The Lady Cats also
had nine aces in the match, including four each from McMullen
and Chase
Kallevig. Ratliff-Becher also led Louisburg defensively with
11 digs.

McMullen had a
team-high 21 assists to lead the offense and Guetterman was
right behind her
with 15.



Lady Cats finish runner-up at
home tournament

Louisburg senior Haley Cain blocks an Olathe North shot at the
net Saturday during the Louisburg Invitational. Cain and the
Lady Cats finished second overall.

It certainly did end the way it
wanted,  but  the  Louisburg  volleyball  team  took  a  lot  of
positives Saturday following
the Louisburg Invitational.

The Lady Cats may have finished
second, but they picked up several wins along with the way and
advanced to the championship
match where they squared off with Basehor-Linwood. Louisburg
fell to the
Bobcats in two sets, but it was a step forward for the team
this season.

“I thought we played pretty well throughout
the  entire  tournament,”  Louisburg  coach  Jessica  Compliment
said. “It’s always a
positive when you are playing in the championship, and even
better when it’s
our home tournament. Overall, we had
fewer ups and downs throughout the tournament. We did hit a
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couple slumps, but
we were quicker to respond than we had been in the past.”

Louisburg opened the tournament strong as it went 3-0 in pool
play and it got started with a 25-14 and 25-16 win over
Shawnee Mission West
and then downed Olathe North, 25-16 and 25-21. The Lady Cats
finished it off
with an easy win over Heritage Christian, 25-4 and 25-7.

Once they got to the semifinals, the Lady Cats came up against
their  first  challenge  of  the  tournament  against  Shawnee
Mission East. Louisburg found itself down 17-11 in the first
set, but rallied to back to win 25-22 and 25-18.

Junior Carleigh Pritchard registered three
kills in the comeback, while senior Haley Cain recorded an ace
and served
several points in a row for the Lady Cats in the first set.
Tied at 19-all, senior
Riley Kallevig served an ace, Pritchard and senior Liz Jacobs
recorded a kill and
sophomore setter Davis Guetterman tipped the ball over the
East defense for a point
and a 23-20 lead.

“I was very happy to see how the team
responded and rallied back to win the first set,” Compliment
said. “We were
down big and the team really stepped up and played to win
rather than not to
win. It was a good match. “

Against Basehor-Linwood in the championship, Louisburg held an
8-5 lead early in the first set after a kill and block from
Pritchard and an ace from Kallevig. Basehor eventually went on
a run and took a 17-14 lead.

Jacobs recorded a kill to cut the Basehor lead to 20-19, but



the Bobcats went on a 5-1 run to end the match and take the
first set 25-20.

It was much of the same in the second
set.

Senior Liz Jacobs tips a shot over the Heritage Christian
defense Saturday in Louisburg.
Louisburg (12-8) jumped out to a 6-0 lead
after a kill and block from Cain, a block from junior Alyse
Moore and an ace
from sophomore Rinny McMullen. Basehor then went on a 11-1 run
to take an 11-7
lead.

The Lady Cats didn’t back down and
rallied to tie the match at 21-all after an ace from sophomore



Chase Kallevig
and a kill from Riley Kallevig. Another Moore block kept the
Louisburg
advantage at 22-21, but Basehor went on a mini 4-1 run to
close the match out
at 25-23.

“Basehor is always a tough a team that we
typically see often throughout the season,” Compliment said.
“It’s tough to
lose to them, but they are a talented team. I think we had
opportunities where
we could have pushed a little harder and possibly won, but I
still think the
team played well. A couple plays here or there could have
changed the outcome.
We’ll see them again Saturday in Ottawa and hopefully it’ll be
different
outcome.”

Jacobs led Louisburg at the net with five
kills against Basehor and senior Erin Lemke finished with
four. Moore added a
team-high four blocks at the net, while Pritchard and Cain
added three each.

McMullen and Guetterman both recorded
seven assists in the win, while McMullen led the team with 10
digs and senior
libero Reilly Ratliff-Becher added seven.

Against Shawnee Mission East, Pritchard
led the Lady Cat attack with seven kills, while Jacobs and
Lemke added six and
five,  respectively.  McMullen  registered  three  aces  and  11
assists in the win,
while Chase Kallevig led the Lady Cats with seven digs.



Sophomore setter Davis Guetterman sets up teammate Carleigh
Pritchard  for  a  kill  Saturday  during  the  Louisburg
Invitational.
Guetterman added a team-high 12 assists
in the semifinal win and McMullen finished with 11 of her own.

It was McMullen’s serving that was a big positive
for the Lady Cats on Saturday as she finished the five-match
tournament with 16
aces. McMullen also served 16 consecutive points in the first
set of the Lady
Cats’ win over Heritage Christian.

“Rinny’s always been a tough server,”
Compliment said. “She leads the team in aces and we definitely
score a lot of
points while we’re in that rotation. It was fun to see her
serve so well, and the



team responds to the energy those serves and plays bring.”

Louisburg returns to action tonight when
it hosts Baldwin in a Frontier League dual. The Lady Cats will
then turnaround
on Thursday and travel to Tonganoxie.

Louisburg rolls Fort Scott, Girard
Before its home tournament, Louisburg traveled to Fort Scott
on Thursday for triangular with Girard and left with a pair of
easy victories.

Louisburg downed Fort Scott 25-16 and 25-14, and then followed
it up with a 25-8 and 25-21 win over Girard.

Against Fort Scott, junior Carleigh
Pritchard led Louisburg with eight kills on the night and
senior Riley Kallevig
added five. Seniors Haley Cain and Liz Jacobs both finished
with four.

Serving was also strong for the Lady Cats
as they tallied eight aces in the match, including two from
Cain, Kallevig and
sophomore  Davis  Guetterman.  Senior  libero  Reilly  Ratliff-
Becher added a
team-high six digs and sophomore Chase Kallevig had five.

Sophomore setters Rinny McMullen and
Guetterman also had big nights as they tallied 13 and 12
assists, respectively.

It was a balanced attack against Girard
as Cain and Riley Kallevig each four kills in the win, while
Jacobs, Pritchard
and junior Alyse Moore each had three.

McMullen had a team-high three aces, while Cain and Riley



Kallevig both
finished  with  two.  McMullen  also  led  Louisburg  with  11
assists.

Lady Cats stop losing streak
with win over Cyclones

Louisburg  libero  Reilly  Ratliff-Becher  runs  down  a  ball
Tuesday during a Frontier League dual at Ottawa High School.
The Lady Cats defeated Ottawa, 3-1.

OTTAWA – The Louisburg volleyball
team found itself in a pivotal position on the road Tuesday in
Ottawa.

In the midst of a five-game losing
streak, the Lady Cats had just lost a second set to Ottawa and
the match was
all tied up at 1-all. They could have gone a couple different
directions, but
the Lady Cats responded in dominating fashion.

Louisburg ended its losing skid as
it downed Ottawa, 25-20, 18-25, 25-14 and 25-14, and picked up
its second
Frontier League win on the season and are now 2-2 in league
play.
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“We have had such a tough
schedule, we have seen some really good teams and have picked
up some losses
along the way, so it is easy to sometimes second guess your
confidence level,”
Louisburg coach Jessica Compliment said. “I was happy to see
us respond and get
the win. We came out strong, but that second set we just made
too many errors
on our side and we needed to loosen up a little bit.”

It was the win the Lady Cats (6-7)
were looking for as they got off to a good start against the
Cyclones.
Louisburg found itself down 8-5 in the first set, only to come
charging back to
take  the  lead  after  sophomore  Rinny  McMullen  served  five
straight points.

Sophomore Carleigh Pritchard,
along with seniors Liz Jacobs, Sydni Keagle and junior Alyse
Moore all provided
kills to put Louisburg up 14-11 and the Lady Cats never looked
back.

The Lady Cats weren’t the same
team in the second set as Ottawa took an early 6-5 advantage
and never let up
as it extended its lead eight at one point. The Cyclones were
able to tie the
match, but it only fueled Louisburg’s fire.

“Ottawa is an improved team and
they were able to dig up a lot of balls and it produced some
exciting plays on
both ends of the floor,” Compliment said. “They have a couple
pretty good
hitters, but I was happy to see us respond after that second



set. You could
tell the girls were having a lot more fun late in the match
and that is what we
need to see from them.”

Senior Sydni Keagle tries to tip the ball over the Ottawa
defense Tuesday in Ottawa.
Louisburg took a 15-7 lead in the third
set behind two aces from McMullen, along with kills from Haley
Cain, Pritchard,
Jacobs and Keagle. Senior Riley Kallevig provided three kills
down the stretch
to give the Lady Cats an 11-point win.

It was much of the same in the fourth. Pritchard registered
three kills, a block, Jacobs had two kills and senior Reilly
Ratliff-Becher had an ace to help give Louisburg a 13-7 lead.
Chase and Riley Kallevig recorded aces late and Cain sealed it



with a kill to give the Lady Cats a nice road victory.

McMullen was a factor all night
for Louisburg as she recorded 16 service points on her way to
three aces and
also ran the offense well with a team-high 22 assists.

“Rinny is great as far as being a leader on the court and
keeping  everyone  calm,  but  at  the  same  time  finding  that
urgency and drive out there,” Compliment said. “She has a way
of cranking up the energy and I think her teammates feed off
her. Her serves are ones that you can always count on to be
aggressive and tough.”

Pritchard, the team’s middle
hitter, was a presence at the net as she led Louisburg with 13
kills on the
night and Jacobs was second with 10. Moore and Riley Kallevig
added nine and
eight, respectively.

Defensively, Ratliff-Becher led
the team with 13 digs and Riley Kallevig was right behind her
with 12.
Sophomore  setter  Davis  Guetterman  also  finished  in  double
figures with 10 digs
and added 18 assists to her line as well.

Louisburg will try and build some momentum tonight when it
travels to Fort Scott for a triangular with Girard. Matches
are set to begin at 5 p.m.



KSHSAA  releases
classifications  for  2019-20
school year

The Kansas State High School Activities Association released
its classifications for the 2019-20 school year, along with
the  football  classifications  for  the  2020-21  and  2021-22
seasons.

There were a few changes in both areas, but more so on the
football side.

Football classifications are determined based on enrollment
figures in ninth, 10th and 11th grade. Louisburg is still in
4A with 432 students and is toward the lower half of the
classification.

Entering Class 4A beginning in the 2020 school year will be
St. James Academy, Lansing and Great Bend, who have all moved
down from Class 5A. Wamego also made the jump back in from
Class 3A.
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Goddard, Pittsburg and Spring Hill all saw their enrollment
grow and will be moving up from 4A to 5A next year. Baldwin
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saw their enrollment decline and will move down to Class 3A in
football the next two years.

In the rest of the sports, not much changed with regards to
Class 4A for this year.

Enrollment figures for all grades in Louisburg this year is
573, which puts the school in the upper half of Class 4A. The
biggest school is Buhler with 661 and Bishop Miege is the
second biggest at 656 and Ottawa is third at 653.
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Three schools will make the move up to Class 4A this year.
Clay  Center,  Girard  and  Holton  all  saw  their  enrollment
increase and will come back to 4A, while Osawatomie, Anderson
County and Wichita-Trinity Academy will move out of 4A to 3A
this year.

Lady Cats fall to a pair of
state-ranked teams at home

Louisburg’s Davis Guetterman (left) sets up teammate Carleigh
Pritchard for a kill last week at home against Spring Hill.

In recent years, the Louisburg
volleyball team has experienced a lot of success, so whenever
the Lady Cats go
on a losing streak it is unchartered territory at times.

However, in most seasons, the Lady
Cats won’t go through the type of schedule they have seen the
last two weeks.
Whether  is  from  ranked  teams  in  bigger  programs,  or  just
bigger schools, Louisburg
has been tested early.

The Lady Cats’ woes continued last
week as it fell to the No. 7-ranked team in Class 6A, Mill
Valley, 24-26,
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25-18, 25-19 and 26-24, on Thursday in Louisburg. In their
home opener on
Tuesday, the Lady Cats fell to the No. 3-ranked team in 5A,
Spring Hill, in
four sets as well.

Louisburg has now lost five
matches in a row, dating back to the Lansing Invitational
earlier this month,
and are 5-7 on the season. In all five matches, the Lady Cats
have been without
senior starter Erin Lemke, who has been out with an injury.

“Losing five in a row is rough, but I feel like we’ve made
some
big improvements over the past week,” Louisburg coach Jessica
Compliment said. “We
still have some areas we need to improve on and some areas we
need to clean up,
but as a whole, the team played well against Mill Valley. They
fought hard
until the last whistle.”

It was a good start for Louisburg
against Mill Valley as they were able to take the first set,
but came up short
in the next two. The Lady Cats found themselves down 24-20 in
the fourth, but
sophomore Rinny McMullen served four straight points to tie
the set for
Louisburg, but Mill Valley won the next two volleys to take
the set and the
match.

Juniors Alyse Moore and Carleigh
Pritchard  were  strong  at  the  net  with  12  and  11  kills,
respectively, while
seniors Liz Jacobs and Haley Cain each tallied seven.



McMullen and fellow setter Davis
Guetterman ran the team well as they finished with 21 and 15
assists,
respectively, and McMullen also added two aces in the match.

Senior Riley Kallevig sends one of her eight kills over the
net against Spring Hill.
Defensively, the Lady Cats played
well at times as senior libero Reilly Ratliff-Becher led the
way with a
team-high 20 digs, while senior Riley Kallevig finished with
11 and Guetterman
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added  10.  At  the  net,  Pritchard  led  Louisburg  with  four
blocks.

“I thought we played well for the
majority of the match,” Compliment said. “There wasn’t one or
two single plays
that would have changed the outcome, but we did make a few
mistakes that hurt
us at crucial times or in various times throughout the match.
There was some
really  good  volleyball  played  against  Mill  Valley,  which
should hopefully
provide some needed confidence for the team.”

Against Spring Hill, the Lady Cats
had their second straight setback in the Frontier League as
they fell 25-19,
25-22, 20-25 and 25-16.

Pritchard, the team’s middle
hitter, was a force at the net as she posted a team-high 17
kills and was one
three  Lady  Cat  players  to  reach  double  figures  in  that
department. Jacobs and
Cain both had 11 and 10 kills, respectively, and Kallevig
finished with eight.

“During that first set, we just
had way too many unforced errors,” Compliment said. “Carleigh
had a really big
night for us and played well. We talked to the girls about
being vocal leaders
on the court and I thought Haley really stepped up as a leader
for us.”



Sophomore Rinny McMullen sends the ball over the net against
Mill Valley on Thursday.
McMullen and Guetterman were responsible
for a lot of those big plays on the front row. McMullen
finished with a
team-high 27 assists and Guetterman also had a big night with
18.

Pritchard was also a force defensively as she recorded six
blocks, while Ratliff-Becher led the back row with 29 digs.
Kallevig also added 18 in the loss.

In its 12 matches on the season, all



but three of them have been against teams in Class 5A or
higher and five have
been against state-ranked opponents.

Louisburg will have a busy week
once again as it travels to Ottawa tonight for a Frontier
League dual and then
will  go  to  Fort  Scott  on  Thursday  for  a  triangular  with
Girard. The Lady Cats
will end it Saturday with the Louisburg Invitational.

Lady Cats face three state-
ranked teams in up and down
week

Louisburg junior Carleigh Pritchard and senior Liz Jacobs team
up for a block Saturday during the Lansing Invitational.

It was an up and down week for the
Louisburg volleyball team last week – one with started with
two wins and ended
with losses to three state-ranked teams.

During the Lansing Invitational on
Saturday,  the  Lady  Cats  finished  with  a  1-3  record  in  a
tournament that
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featured some of the state’s best teams.

Louisburg opened tournament play
with  a  25-23  and  25-9  victory  over  Shawnee  Mission  North
behind five kills each
from  seniors  Liz  Jacobs  and  Haley  Cain  and  senior  Riley
Kallevig added four.

The Lady Cats (5-5) also shined
from behind the service line as they recorded 10 aces in the
match, including
five from sophomore Rinny McMullen and two from sophomore
Davis Guetterman.
McMullen also handed out 12 assists to lead the Lady Cats.

The schedule got much more
difficult for Louisburg as they lost a pair of 2-0 matches to
No. 6 Spring Hill
and No. 3 Lansing, who are both ranked in Class 5A. The
tournament ended with a
2-1 loss to Olathe West.

Louisburg was also a little
short-handed as senior hitter Erin Lemke had to sit out with
an injury

“Even though we went 1-3 on the day at
Lansing, there were some bright moments throughout the day,”
Louisburg coach
Jessica Compliment said. “We struggled to find ‘our game’ and
played that way
all day. The Lansing tournament is loaded with great teams,
and has always been
one of our toughest tournaments we play in. We stayed with
most of the teams
throughout the day, but once it got to 15-14 or 16-14, they
took off and
finished, and we struggled to ‘play to win.’



“We became hesitant and played it safe
rather than fighting back and playing to win. There were many
instances
throughout  the  tournament  we  were  playing  some  great
volleyball.  Our  back  row
had some great saves and our offense clicked well. As I told
the team, we need
to work on finding that drive, that motivation, that energy,
and carry it
throughout every set and every match.”

Sophomore Davis Guetterman sets up a teammate Saturday at the
Lansing Invitational.
On Thursday, the Lady Cats hosted
another state-ranked team in their home opener when they faced
off with No. 5
Bonner Springs. Louisburg came up short in a 25-23, 25-19,



22-25 and 25-18 loss
to the Braves.

It was a competitive match
throughout, but the Braves were able to make several runs late
in each set to
pull away.

Cain led the attack at the net
with 12 kills, Jacobs finished with nine and junior Alyse
Moore added eight in
the loss. McMullen and Guetterman ran the offense well with 22
and 19 assists,
respectively, and Guetterman also added two aces.

Defensively, Kallevig paced the
Lady Cats with 18 digs on the night and senior Reilly Ratliff-
Becher finished
with 13. Lemke and junior Carleigh Pritchard had two blocks
each.



Senior libero Reilly Ratliff-Becher digs up a ball Saturday in
Lansing.
At the start of the week, the Lady
Cats  traveled  to  Santa  Fe  Trail  for  a  triangular  with
Burlington.  Louisburg
left with a pair of easy wins.

The Lady Cats knocked off
Burlington 25-8 and 25-14 and downed Santa Fe Trail 25-10 and
25-14.

“The team played well,” Compliment said. “They weren’t our
cleanest matches this season, but our serving was tough, and
we moved the ball around well. It was hard for us to maintain
our pace throughout the evening, but we were able to get on
some long runs where we were very efficient in both the front
and back row.”



Everyone got involved in the win
against Santa Fe Trail as Kallevig led the way with nine
kills, while Lemke and
Pritchard each finished with seven. Guetterman had three aces
to lead Louisburg
and Kallevig finished with two. Guetterman and McMullen also
had 12 and 11
assists, respectively.

Defensively, sophomore Chase Kallevig
had a team-high nine digs and Ratliff-Becher added seven.

Against Burlington, Pritchard had
a team-high four kills in the match, but it was the serving
that was the story
of the match.

Louisburg tallied 11 aces against
Burlington,  including  five  from  Guetterman  and  three  from
McMullen. The two
sophomores also combined for 13 assists.

Louisburg returns to action with a
pair of home duals this week, including a rematch with Spring
Hill at 6:30 p.m.
tonight.

Frontier  League  sends
proposal  to  KSHSAA  to
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separate private schools

A big change to the Kansas High School
Activities  Association  (KSHSAA)  postseason  could  be  coming
sooner rather than
later if a proposal, submitted by the Frontier League, passes
the KSHSAA Board
of Directors and its member schools.

Last month the Frontier League,
led by Paola High School principal Jeff Hines and Louisburg
superintendent Dr.
Brian  Biermann,  petitioned  KSHSAA  to  separate  public  and
private schools into
their own postseason competitions.

In order for it pass, the petition
must  be  signed  by  20  percent  of  the  355  member  schools
according to KSHSAA
bi-laws. The Frontier League got the 71 needed petitions and
have now submitted
this to appear in front of the KSHSAA Board of Directors for
vote in their
Sept. 18 meeting.

The board of directors would then
have to pass it by simple majority of those in attendance to
bring the proposal
to a vote from all the member schools.

“Kansas needs to catch up with
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the rest of the country and get this competitive imbalance
under control in our
state,” Hines said. “The longer we wait then more students
will be negatively
impacted. We have a responsibility as educators to create the
best
opportunities possible for our students. No one can honestly
say we have
the  best  system  possible  right  now.  It  can  definitely  be
improved.”

The proposal submitted by the Frontier League is the same one
the state of Texas uses that keeps the schools in their same
classification,  but  only  separates  the  schools  come
postseason.

Other options were discussed
before  submitting  the  proposal,  such  as  implementing  a
multiplier on all
private schools like Missouri currently does. In fact, it is
the most popular
proposal among the schools that were surveyed by Hines last
January.

They also talked about the “Oklahoma
model” where schools are bumped up a classification based on
success for
competitive balance.

Seventy-four percent of the
schools said they would support a population multiplier, 64
percent would
support  competitive  balance  factors  and  51  percent  would
support separate
divisions.

However, KSHSAA would not be able
to make this change with a multiplier due to state statute



K.S.A. 72-130 that
states a high school association “must establish a system of
classification of
member high schools according to student attendance.”

KSHSAA would not be able to pass a
new bi-law that goes against state statute, and therefore, the
Kansas State
Legislature  would  have  reword  the  statue  to  allow  the
association  to  make  those
changes.

The Frontier League believes the Texas model, or separate
postseason  divisions,  does  not  deal  with  classifications.
Also, this model had more support from 5A and 6A schools as
neither classification would likely vote for a multiplier.

“We don’t view that as a classification decision as we are not
affecting classification, but KSHSAA and their lawyers view
that it is,” Biermann said. “5A and 6A schools that we talked
to really wanted us to push for the Texas model because they
don’t want to play them (private schools) either. The biggest
thing for me is if 5 and 6A schools don’t want to play them,
then why do we? As a superintendent, I am supposed to create
opportunities for kids. We had four teams last year in both
soccer  teams,  football  and  volleyball  that  all  saw  their
season end to Bishop Miege. It is not right that we have kids
and coaches that work their tails off and they don’t have the
opportunity to win.

“Am I all about state
championships? Absolutely not. But we also know the reality of
it in the
current system. Winning state championships is important for
communities and is
always a goal. I am not ever going to give up on this idea and
neither will the
Frontier League.”



The public versus private school
debate has been going on for the last several years and Hines
has been leading
the  charge  since  2015  when  he  put  together  a  study  that
displayed the disparity
of state championships won by private schools.

In 2018-19, private schools won 32
percent of the state championships in Classes 5A through 1A.
There are currently
no private schools in 6A. Twenty-one of those 24 state titles
were won by
private schools in Class 4A and 5A.

That is a high number considering
that out of the 355 member schools, only 27 of them are
private.

The Frontier League wanted to see change, so Hines surveyed
the  355  member  schools  late  last  year  and  presented  his
findings to KSHSAA in January. More than 88 percent of the
schools responded, that included 22 private institutions, and
87 percent said they want the current system changed.



Although most schools said they
would support the multiplier model more, Hines and the rest of
the league
schools, believe it is the best way to proceed at this time.



“Our
survey indicated that separate divisions was the least popular
option among
member schools, however as a league we feel like it is the
most appropriate
option,” Hines said. “A multiplier will pass through and will
be our next
option if this does not go through.  A multiplier will impact
many private
schools that are not quasi sports academies that are not very
successful in athletics. The
separate divisions avoids this situation.”

If
the proposal does pass the board of directors, KSHSAA will
then put it to a
vote with all 355 member schools and it must pass by a simple
majority and by
four of the six classes.

From
there, KSHSAA executive director Bill Faflick would take it to
the Kansas
Legislature before change could be implemented.

“We
know it won’t happen overnight,” Biermann said. “Even if this
passes, nothing
will change this year and probably not the following year. It
could be three
years out with the way football schedules take shape. We are
honestly ok with
that if we knew that there was light at the end of the tunnel.
If this would
not pass, we would turn right around and do the multiplier
one.”

Despite what happens at the



upcoming board of directors meeting, Hines believes changes to
the system will
happen sooner rather than later.

“I am now confident something will get done,” Hines said. “I
think it will ultimately take a multiplier to get something
done. If the
separate divisions fails then we will propose a multiplier for
the spring board
of directors meeting.”

 A lot of obstacles are still in the way for change to happen,
whether it has to deal with state statues or member votes, but
none of the schools in the nine-member Frontier League are
going to stop until they see a more even playing field.

“I am very proud of the Frontier League, and even though we
compete against each other, we are very unified on this,”
Biermann said. “It is about fairness and equality and I am
tired of having my kids at Louisburg High School not having
the same opportunity as some others. The throttle is down and
it is going to stay down.”

Lady Cats beat Olathe West,
fall to De Soto

Louisburg senior Erin Lemke goes up for a kill during a match
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earlier this season.

DE SOTO – It is never easy to go
on the road and get a win, especially against bigger school,
and the Louisburg volleyball
team found that out Thursday in De Soto.

The Lady Cats took the first set 25-23 over De Soto, but lost
the last two 25-18 and 25-22, to fall 2-1 against the Class 5A
school. Instead of letting one loss turn into two, the Lady
Cats bounced back nicely in their other match against Olathe
West.

Louisburg took care of business as it swept Olathe West, 25-16
and 25-19, to end its day on a good note and improved its
record to 2-1 on the season.

In that match, junior Alyse Moore
led  the  way  up  front  with  a  team-high  five  kills,  while
seniors Erin Lemke and
Riley Kallevig each added four.

Serving was also a big key for the
Lady  Cats  as  they  tallied  six  aces,  including  three  from
sophomore Chase
Kallevig and two from sophomore Rinny McMullen. McMullen also
led the team with
nine assists on the night.

Louisburg was strong defensively
with  17  digs,  including  five  from  senior  libero  Reilly
Ratliff-Becher and four
from Riley Kallevig.

“It
was good to see how the team regrouped and rebounded for the
Olathe West match,”
Louisburg  coach  Jessica  Compliment  said.  “Olathe  came  out
strong with some big



blocks at the beginning. We had to work to find the hits
around their big
blockers, and once we did, we were able to find our rhythm
offensively.

“Our
back row defense made some huge plays during the Olathe West
match. Chase Kallevig
did a great job defensively and we served more aggressively as
well.”

The
Lady Cats got off to a good start against De Soto as it took
the first set, but
had a tough time finding a rhythm offensively in the final two
sets.

Middle
hitters Haley Cain and Carleigh Pritchard were big up front
for the Lady Cats
as they each finished with nine kills, while senior Liz Jacobs
and Moore each
had four. Jacobs also led the team with two blocks.

Chase
Kallevig and McMullen each had two aces for the Lady Cats,
while sophomore
setter Davis Guetterman led Louisburg with 12 assists and
McMullen added 10.

“During
the De Soto match, I felt like we never found our groove as a
team,” Compliment
said.  “We  played  a  little  tight  and  nervous.  We  talked
afterwards how everyone
on this team can be a playmaker, and is fully capable of
putting the ball
away. But during the second and third set with De Soto, it was



almost as
if we were waiting for someone else to step up.”

“We
also  seemed  to  be  fairly  reserved  or  cautious  with  our
serving. We are normally
a tougher serving team, but we didn’t show De Soto that. Good
teams like De
Soto will capitalize and take advantage of those types of
situations.”

Louisburg
is back in action at 6:30 p.m., tonight when it travels to
Santa Fe Trail for a
triangular with Burlington. The Lady Cats will face off with
Bonner Springs on
Thursday in their home opener.


